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Gothic Mass Vestments 
and Copes 


Prices from $45.00 Up 


Address: 
THE SISTERS OF THE ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 

















Che Graynor 
Catholic Art Calendar 


Our Graymoor Art Calendar for the year 1942 is one of the most beautiful 
we have ever offered our patrons. The Catholic home has constant need for a 
guide to assist in reminding of the many religious obligations to keep in the course 
of the year. This lovely calendar gives authentic information. 

The distinctive beauty of this sixteen-page calendar has an immediate appeal 
and is really a work of art. Every month has a beautiful reproduction of a famous 
religious painting in colors—thirteen in all—all worthy of framing. 

Place your order now for one or more of these beautiful and useful Graymoor 


Catholic Calendars. 


Price: Thirty Cents Each — Four for One Dollar 


Address orders with remittance to: 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 
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Oar N ationa 


By H. C. McGINNIS 


ECENTLY we have heard much encouraging 
news about our all-out preparations and plans 
for the gigantic struggle in which we are en- 
gaged. We feel quite sure that, within a reasonable 
time, our fighting machine will be the most powerful 
ever known to history. We also know that our indus- 


trength 


normal and happy living. The Church stands as 2 
mighty inspiration to those peoples who seek a way 
of life which will permit them to endure. 


Today the Church calls upon the people of America | 


to strengthen and advance the nation’s spiritual life 
for Time itself has proved utterly meaningless the great 


trial plans stagger the 
imagination of anyone but 
an American. The gener- 
ous and willing financial 
response shows beyond all 
doubt that all citizens 
feel themselves definite 
parts of this great effort. 
But, laudable as all this 
is, it is not all we have to 
do. After all, we are not 
fighting merely for a great 
military victory: we are 
spending our blood and 
resources for the preserva- 
tion and furtherance of 
democracy. Since we all 
admit this to be true, let 
us not foolishly overlook 
the obvious: a successful 
continuance of true de- 
mocracy is based upon a 
close and consistent prac- 
tice of Christianity. 
Perhaps the history ot 
the Church proves better 
than anything else the 
immeasurable strength to 
be had from following the 
Christian doctrine of liv- 
ing. During the past 
score of centuries, storm 
after storm has swept 
over the world, sweeping 
into the dust of oblivion 
those worldly kingdoms 








Highlights from the Pope f 


Christmas Mes sage 


“History teaches that treaties of peace stipulated 
in a spirit opposed both to the dictates of morality 
and to genuine political wisdom have but a wretched, 
short-lived existence.” 


“Christianity has not failed its mission but men 
have rebelled against that Christianity which is true 
and faithful to Christ and His doctrine. In its place 
they have fashioned a Christianity to their liking, a 
new idol which does not save, a new religion with- 
out a soul...” 


“In some countries a godless and anti-Christian 
conception of the state bound the individual to itself 
with its vast tentacles in such a way as to almost 
deprive him of all independence and this no less in 


his private than in his public life.” 


“The future reconstruction will . . . offer very valu- 
able opportunities to advance the forces of good. . . . 
There will be required . . . men of courage and enter- 
prise but above and before all, there must be con- 
sciences which in their planning . . . and in their 
actions are animated, moved and sustained by a lively 
sense of responsibility and which do not shrink from 


submission to the holy laws of God.” 








physical victories otf 
nations which had lost 


their spirituality. Philoso- | 


need set 

regarding 
History has given the 
answer most definitely 
So, while our naval and 
military establishments 
look after our physical 
defenses, it becomes our 
prime duty as civilians to 
do our fighting on the 
nation’s spiritual and 
moral fronts. 


phers 
premise 


up ne 
this : 


From a purely patriotic 
standpoint—although the 
matter is much more im- 
portant from a _ personal 
one—we must realize how 
highly essential a deep 
spirituality and a strong 
morality are to a people in 
time of stress. Our Presi- 
dent, when he made his 
1942 report on the state 
of the Union, very wisely 
warned us of the hard 
road ahead. There is no 
use in our kidding our- 
selves: we have a tre- 
mendous task ahead of us 
and shall unquestionably 
have to swallow many 
bitter pills before we 


reach our final objectives. 





and civilizations which were not based upon the true 
way of life. But, in each instance, the Church has 
emerged from these cataclysms stronger than ever be- 
fore and, more often than not, its doctrines have been 
the sole beacon to guide a distraught world back to 


There are times and circumstances when sheer physical 
courage or abundant material resources are not enough 
to carry the day and then the nation’s spiritual and 
moral courage must hold the line until the tide turns. 
Britain experienced this situation after the fall of 
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France and many of the occupied countries are existing 
today only through a strong spiritual courage—their 
jefinite belief in the ultimate fitness of things created 
by the Creator. As we are asked to sacrifice more 
1eavily, as we deplete our national resources in aiding 
our allies, as we deny ourselves our accustomed luxu- 
ries and stint ourselves on necessities, and as bad news 
from the front strikes our families, we are going to 
have to call upon more than cheering communiques 
from the front to carry us through. 

Since we glory in the traditions of our ancestors, let 
us not forget that they depended upon their spiritual 
strength to carry them through their crises. George 
Washington didn’t kneel in the snows of Valley Forge 
because he wanted to get his knees wet; rather, with 
no physical aid in sight from any direction, he turned 
to God for the strength he needed to carry him through. 
That this was not merely an emotional moment in his 
life—a time when sheer desperation urged him to turn 
to anything and everything—is proved by his many 
utterances before and after; especially in his Farewell 
Address in which he pleads most strongly for his 
fellow countrymen never to abandon their religion if 
they would become great and strong. Abraham 
Lincoln, upon whose sagging shoulders rested the fate 
of a great and glorious Union, freely admitted: “I have 
been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelm- 
ing conviction that I had nowhere else to go. My own 
wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed insufficient 
for the day.” These two men carried the nation’s 
future during the two greatest crises up until now. Now, 
with the third and greatest crisis facing us, should we 
spurn the strength upon which our ancestors depended 
to make us what we are today? No; for the God of 
Washington and the God of Lincoln is the same God 
Who watches over America today. But we must 
contact Him if we expect His help and strength in our 
hour of trial. 

A nation’s lack of spirituality does not always show 
up too definitely during the time of war itself, espe- 
cially when a nation is marching toward victory. But 
the aftermath of World War I proves most conclusively 
what happens when nations strengthen their fighting 
fronts but neglect their spiritual fronts. Although all 
Europe did not permit itself to become entirely devoid 
of spirituality during the last war, it did, in far too 
many instances, neglect to heighten its spirituality to 
meet successfully the increased burdens thrown upon 
it by the shocks of war’s losses. The loss of nine 
million young men was a severe blow, a blow which 
was sharply increased when post war famine and 
pestilence brought the total deaths up to more than 
twenty millions, this time the civilian population shar- 
ing heavily in the losses. 

As if the losses from war, famine and plagues were 
not frightful enough, most of the warring nations went 
into a total spiritual and moral collapse. Anarchy and 
chaos became the rule as millions of people, saddened 


W 
cn 


os 


to madness by their losses, tore into each other with 
a demoniacal fury. Communism threatened much of 
Europe and minor dictators rose by the dozens to rob 
the masses of their inherent rights and justice. The 
spiritual conception of life was hooted at and jeered, 
while all forms of morality were torn into shreds and 
trampled under foot as the continent indulged in a 
wild orgy of paganism. Finally, as people persisted 
in forgetting their Ged, pagan totalitarianism stood 
astride Europe like some huge colossus, and then, 
reaching out, defied the entire world to possess the 
natural justice due mankind. 

Even our own America was not spared the shocks oi 
paganistic debacle. Our untouched by 
enemy bombs, our fields unscarred by enemy shells, 
our losses in life comparatively slight, our nearest 
shores separated from this hell on earth by three thou- 
sand miles, we nevertheless went into a spiritual and 
moral decline never before known in this nation. All 
over the land, churches—particularly those sects which 
had not struggled might and main to develop a high 
spirituality in their communicants an ever de- 
creasing attendance and interest as their former wor- 
shippers filled the movies, the dance halls and the 
speakeasies. Greed and avarice possessed millions 
of our citizens and life became one grand struggle to 
cut the other fellow’s throat before he cut ours. Our 
internal economics became chaotic and our industrial 
disputes were settled on the basis of hate instead ot 
cooperation, the one showing the strongest and deadli- 
est hate often winning the most. Some of our homes 
became little more than places to eat and sleep and 
even children of tender years could not be interested 
in the delights of the family circle. Parents, forget- 
ting their obligations, squandered their health, wealth 
and happiness in night clubs until the wee, small hours 
of morning. The spiritual and moral principles which 
had made this nation the greatest on earth were sud- 
denly forgotten as millions joined the mad whirl oi 
worldly pleasure and dissipation. The nineteenth cen- 
tury may have had its “roaring forties,” but the twen- 
tieth century developed its own “hellish twenties.” The 
result of all this was a spiritual, moral, financial and 
industrial depression so deep that it took us another 
decade before we could peep over the edges of the pit 
we had dug for ourselves. 


this cities 





saw 


Forewarned should be forearmed. With the world 
still feeling many impacts from World War I, we can 
be most certain that the shocks which will fill the 
period following this war will be many times worse. 
However, it is usually conceded that if we can come 
out of the present struggle a vigorous, self-denying 
and well disciplined people, we shall be able to cope 
successfully with these future difficulties. But we must 
remember that these qualities are the property of 
people who live the spiritual way of life and are not 
the products of paganism. 


People always fall back upon God when in dire 
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trouble. Even Mr. Schickelgruber himself, the world’s 
prize egomaniac, has finally begun to realize this, for 
lately the only thing notable about his utterances is 
that he now claims God’s help in the establishment of 
the totalitarian proposed new order. With affairs go- 
ing awry on his battlefronts, and with his internal 
situation badly strained by war sacrifices, Herr Hitler, 
feeling that perhaps his people are losing confidence 
in his bombastic promises, now tells them that God 
will see them through. But Hitler is not the first 
world Brutalitarian who came to realize that God will 
not be denied for long. History is full of them. With 
all history to guide us, we should be much less than 
smart should we fail to realize that the spiritual way of 
living always triumphs in the long run. Right and 
justice can not be denied, except temporarily. 


Therefore, with our boys preparing to defend de- 
mocracy in every part of the world—as our President 
warns we must do; with all our productive capacities 
welding together in one great, common effort; with our 
nation enjoying the greatest unity in its history; we 
need now to turn our attention and determination to 
making this nation spiritually and morally strong. Let 
us not deceive ourselves or be misled: just as the 
human body is no more than a dead ember when its 
life is gone, just so is the physical might of a nation 
which has lost.its spirituality. A nation’s spirituality 
is to the nation what the soul is to the human body. 
A human body living without a soul would be a mon- 
strosity; nations which have permitted their souls to 
perish are just as monstrous. 


Since that is true, an intelligent patriotism and a 
heart-felt concern for the national well-being call upon 
us to strengthen and fortify our spiritual defenses, not 
only for the present struggle but also for the long, hard 
trail back to normal living when peace comes, Fur- 
thermore, a new world order must inevitably come 
into being when the fighting is over and America can 
have a deciding voice as to whether it will be a real 
Christian new order, in which right and justice shall 
prevail, or a pagan one, in which hatred and greed will 
predominate. So, while we are setting our national 
house in order to meet the present crisis, let us squelch 
that Materialism which has been the cause of most of 
our national ills, replacing it by the spiritual way of 
life intended for us by our forefathers. Then we can 
truly assure ourselves that our nation’s present great- 
ness is but the seed of a happier civilization yet to 
come. 

The world has scarcely scratched the surface of 
the happiness intended for it by its Creator and a 
spiritual America can become a chief instrument in 
bringing this happiness into being. With such responsi- 
bility placed upon us, let us, therefore, never forget 
that eternal vigilance in Christian living and Christian 
thinking is the price of liberty, justice and happiness. 
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TUNE IN ON THE 


RADIO PROGRAMS 


presented by 


The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 


“Saint Anthony Hour” 


Every Sunday over Station WHN, New York 
at 5:30 P. M. and WMEX, Boston, at 4:00 P. M. 


ALSO THE 
“Ave Maria Hour” 


Featuring a Dramatization of the 
LIVES OF THE SAINTS 
The “Ave Maria Hour’, sponsored by the Friars 
of the Atonement, is widely acclaimed in all parts 


of the country as the most beautiful and inspir- 
ing program broadcast over the radio. 


Every Sunday Evening over these stations: 
WMCA—New York WIP—Philadelphia 


at 6:30. at 7:30 
WMEX—Boston WITH—Baltimore 
at 6:30. at 8:30. 


WWDC—Washington, D. C., at 9:00. 


Join in the 


NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF THE 
MIRACULOUS MEDAL 
Broadcast from 
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S INN, Garrison, N. Y. 


WMCA—New York on Wednesday at 9:00 P. M. 
WMEX—Boston on Wednesday at 1:30 P. M. 
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The Chasch Unity Okrave 


By REVEREND DUNSTAN DONOVAN, S.A. 


in every part of the 
country this year to a degree 
which surpassed all former 
observances. Communications 
received from Bishops, pas- 
tors, and lay-people indicated 
that a new and deeper realiza- 
tion of the need for Unity 
among the followers of Christ 
seems to have been enkindled 
in the hearts of the faithful. 
The present era of trial and 
sacrifice, saddening though it 
be, has brought with it greater 
hope for the conversion of the 
world by prayer, in fulfillment 
of the plea of Our Lord “That 
all may be One.” 

Leading the whole world in 
prayer for Christian Unity, 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, 
the Successor of the Prince of 
the Apostles, on the morning 
of January 18, the Feast of 
St. Peter’s Chair at Rome, of- 
fered Holy Mass for the Oc- 
tave intentions. Under present 
conditions it would of course be impossible to obtain 
statistics on the number of bishops and priests through- 
out the world who emulated the glorious example of the 
Holy Father, but we have no doubt that the number 
is a large one. The Octave intentions are so much in 
accord with the spirit of Our Lord, the tender Shep- 
herd of men’s souls—asking nothing but the glory of 
God and the increase of His Kingdom on earth—that 
we can be morally certain that a very great number 
must have offered the Holy Sacrifice for the special 
intentions of the Octave. 

As in every one of the thirty-four years that have 
passed since the inauguration of the Octave by our 
late Father Founder, Graymoor was once again the 
center of propagation of the devotion, and during that 
week of prayer the intention of each day received 
its special memorial in the Community devotions. 
Each morning Solemn High Mass was celebrated for 
the intention of the day, and each evening there were 


HE Church Unity Oc- vit 
tave was commemorated y t 





St. Peter, the first Pope, on Pentecost. 


services consisting of a ser- 
mon, the Octave prayers, and 
Solemn Benediction. 

From Graymoor also origi- 
nated the series of radio pro- 
grams that carried the Octave 
message to every corner of the 
forty-eight states. Millions of 
Catholics and _ well-disposed 
non-Catholics were thus en- 
abled to understand better the 
purpose of the Octave and to 
accord it their sympathy if 
not to join in its prayers. The 
position of the Catholic 
Church, the Mystical Body of 
Christ, as the only organiza- 
tion founded directly by Our 
Lord for the salvation of men, 
was explained by the speakers 
in a spirit of Christian charity 
and friendliness. On the open- 
ing and closing days of the 
Octave, the Very Reverend 
Father General of the Society 
of the Atonement spoke of the 
vital need of Christian Unity 
in the world today, and 
invited sincere souls of all the 
denominations to continue praying for that end. 

For the past eight years the Church Unity Octave 
has been observed in a special manner at the Catholic 
University in Washington, the pulsating center of the 
religious and cultural activities of American Catholics. 
As in former years, the Catholic University Confer- 
ence of Clerics and Religious of the Catholic Students 
Mission Crusade supervised what has developed into 
a truly national observance of the Octave. Solemn 
Mass was offered at the Shrine of the Immaculate Con- 
ception on the University campus on the morning of the 
opening day of the Octave. Each evening at 8:00 
o’clock there was Solemn Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the great Crypt of the National Shrine, 
with sermons by outstanding Catholic scholars and 
preachers. Hundreds of students for the priesthood 
from the many seminaries and religious houses af- 
filiated with the Catholic University swelled the at- 
tendance at these services. 
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Among the dignitaries who pontificated at the Wash- 
ington observance were Archbishop Curley of Balti- 
more and Washington; Bishop McNamara, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese; Bishop Keyes, retired 
Bishop of Savannah and Atlanta, and Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
McCormick, Vice-Rector of 
the Catholic University. On 


of the University Conference. In this manner it was 
found possible to provide for a great number of lay- 
people who would ordinarily be unable to attend the 
solemn observance of the Octave at the Shrine. These 
latter services were featured by a sermon on the sub- 
ject of the day, with music 
being rendered by choirs 





alternative evenings Bene- 
diction was given by su- 
periors of the religious 
houses in Brookland, among 
them being the Very Rev. 
Fathers John M. Lavelle, 
C.M.; Thomas V. Moore, 
O.S.B.; Angelus F. Dele- 
haunt, S.A.; and Philemon 
Lefevre, C.SS.C.C. 

Rev. John J. Reilly, 
Director of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, opened the ser- 
mon series by speaking 
eloquently of “The Return 
of the Other Sheep to the 
One Fuld.” Rev. Robert E. 
Regan, O.S.A., S.T.D., Pro- 
fessor of Sacred Eloquence 
in the Augustinian College, 
treated the question of the 
‘Oriental Separatists.” Fr. 
Stephen, S.A., treated the 
topic that was dear to the 
heart of our Father Foun- 
der, “The Submission of 
the Anglicans to the Holy 
See,” and Very Rev. Igna- 
tius Smith, O.P., spoke on 
‘The Lutherans and other 
European Protestants.” 

Rev. William J. Lallou, 
M. A., Litt.D., Associate 
Professor of Sacred Liturgy 
at the Catholic University, 
preached on the intention 
that asks for “Christian 


them home, 


earth, 


birth: 
That with one 


command 


land. 








That all be one, O Lord, bring, bring 
The “other sheep” to 


To him who sits in Peter’s Chair at Rome, 
Thy Vicar, since the age which saw Thy 


Shepherd 


May march Thy conquering hosts in every 


from the different religious 
houses. The service on 
Monday was conducted at 
the Shrine of the Sacred 
Heart, with Rev. Arnold 
McCarthy, O.Carm., preach- 
ing. On Tuesday eve- 
ning Father David, S.A., 
spoke at the Church of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Chevy 
Chase. Rev. John K. Ryan, 
Ph.D., Associate Professor 
of Philosophy at Catholic 
University preached at St. 
Gabriel’s Church on Wed- 
nesday. Services on Thurs- 
day were held at the Ca- 
thedral of St. Matthew, 
with Rev. John G. Schultz, 
C.S.S.R., Instructor in 
Homiletics in the School of 
Theology, as the speaker. 
Rev. James McGuckin, 
S.M., spoke on the inten- 
tion of the day at the 
Church of the Nativity on 
Friday. The last weekday 
sermon of this series was 
given by Father Luke. S.A., 
at the Church of the Holy 
Comforter on Saturday. 


The C. S. M. C. also 
sponsored the Church 
Unity Octave in Baltimore, 
working through the Vet- 
eran Units of the Crusade. 
The central point of the ob- 
servance was at St. Al- 


Thy one fold on 


under one 








Unity for the American 
people.” “The Return of 
Lapsed Catholics to the Sacraments,” was treated by 
Rev. Joseph C. Fenton, Acting Dean of the Theological 
School at the University. Rev. John F. McConnell, 
M.M., S.T.L., S.S.L., preached on “The Conversion of 
the Jews.” The final sermon of the series, “The Mis- 
sionary Conquest of the World for Christ,” was given 
by Rev. Wilfred Parsons, S.J., Professor of Sociology 
and Politics at Catholic University. 

In addition to the Octave services at the National 
Shrine, weekday devotions were also conducted at vari- 
ous downtown churches in the city through the efforts 


phonsus’ Church. Two 
Masses were celebrated 
each morning and in the evening there was a solemn 
service with sermon by Rev. Benedict Dudley, O.F.M., 
Superior of the Mission Band of the Holy Name 
Province of Friars Minor. 

In Boston, under the direction of His Eminence, 
Cardinal O’Conne]l, who was himself one of the first 
among the Hierdtchy to encourage the observance of 
the Octave and has continued to this day to bless and 
promote the Octave Movement, an archdiocesan observ- 
ance was arranged at St. Clement’s Church, Back 
Bay. Preachers on the intentions of the Octave were 
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Rev. Leroy V. Cooney, D.D., Rev. Lawrence J. Riley, 
S.T.L., Rev. Frederic H. Chase, S.T.L., S.E.O.D., and 
Rev. Timothy P. O’Connell, D.D., all of the staff of 
St. John’s Seminary, Brighton. Additional services were 
held at St. Gabriel’s Monastery Church in Brighton, 
under the direction of the Passionist Fathers, with 
Father Bertrand Weaver, C.P.,* preaching instructive 
and edifying sermons each evening. 

For several years past, the St. Paul Guild has been 
conducting the Octave at some centrally-located church 
in New York City. This year it was arranged to have 
the services daily in St. Andrew’s Church, Duane 
Street. As St. Andrew’s is located in a very busy 
district and the services were held in conjunction with 
the noon day Mass, each day saw the beautiful new 
edifice thronged with worshippers praying for the ful- 
fillment of the Octave intentions. 

Another center of the Octave devotions in New York 
City was St. John’s Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
on East 7th Street. Few national groups have taken so 
whole-heartedly to the Octave devotion as have the 
Greek Catholic people, who seem to be keenly aware 
of the great spiritual benefits that spring from visible 
unity with the See of St. Peter. The Divine Liturgy 
of St. John Chrysostom was solemnly celebrated each 
morning and in the evening there was the solemn 
service of Vespers, with a special sermon. The series 
in this church attracted more than a thousand wor- 
shippers each day, with many Catholics of the Western 
rite among them. 

In Chicago, Octave services were held each evening 
at Holy Name Cathedral, under the patronage of His 
Excellency, Archbishop Stritch. At Old St. Mary’s 
Church, Rev. John E. Burke, C.S.P., nationally known 
preacher, conducted the Octave as a mission for non- 
Catholics. 

Solemn public services took place in many other 
churches in all parts of the country. In the Diocese 
of Cleveland, Archbishop Schrembs directed that in 
all churches and chapels of the diocese services be 
conducted daily, with Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament and prayers for Christian Unity. Similar 
official directions were promulgated to all pastors in 
the dioceses of Albany, Pittsburgh, Indianapolis and 
Davenport by the Ordinaries. 

Fathers of the Society of the Atonement preached 
the Octave sermons at the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament in Altoona and at St. Aloysius’ Church in 
Detroit. Father Michael was in charge of the services 
at Altoona and found the spirit and devotion to Chris- 
tian Unity among the congregation most edifying. In 
Detroit, Father Eugene spoke to large gatherings of 
the faithful twice a day at the services. 

Besides the public observance in Cathedrals and 
parish churches, the Church Unity Octave devotions 
were carried on in the chapels of Religious Institutes of 
men and women all through the nation. It is impos- 
sible to recount the full number of such services, but 


we know that prayers for Unity were ascending da 
and night from monasteries and convents of every 
order and congregation throughout the Octave period 
The great volume and fervor of these prayers must 
certainly move the Divine Heart of Our Lord to send 
the blessings of religious peace and unity to all mer 
in His own time. In this connection we must note the 
response made to our request for a spiritual bouquet 
of prayers and good works to be offered by Priests 
Sisters and Brothers for the Octave intentions. When 
the bouquet has been assembled it will be sent to His 
Holiness in Rome, as a token of sympathetic love for 
the common Father of Christendom as a manifestation 
of zeal for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom on the 
partof his American children. 

The difficulties of communication in war time make 
it impossible for us at this time to give any accurate 
account of the observance of the Church Unity Octave 
in those European centers where it is well-known and 
in other years drew large congregations, but we are 
confident that the faithful in the war-scarred lands 
realize its importance more than ever during this period 
of strife and discord, and kept it as zealously as in the 
years gone by, even though most of the external cere- 
monies in connection with it have necessarily been 
curtailed. 

Anglican observance of the Octave has not lessened 
rather, loyalty to it has deepened. A recent com- 
munication from Europe tells us that fully ‘‘one quarter 
of the Anglican clergy and almost all religious com- 
munities observe it.” That such great progress has 
been made since the days when Father Paul, then ar 
Anglican, began to work for unity is almost incon- 
ceivable, and yet we should have no difficulty in ac- 
cepting this statement as one that illustrates the power 
of united prayer which God has promised to bless in a 
special manner. It is indeed a far different story today 
than of the time when the Father Founder first began 
his religious Institute at Graymoor, when as the only 
Anglican clergyman in thirty thousand, he gave voice 
to his conviction that the See of Peter was, and re- 
mains, the only possible Center of Unity of Faith in 
Our Lord! 

The American Branch of the Confraternity of Unity, 
an organization of clergymen and lay people in the 
Episcopal Church—again this year issued a call for 
the observance of the Octave. This active group made 
it very clear that the Church Unity Octave was insti- 
tuted “to stress the reunion of the scattered flocks 
within the See of Peter,” and asked for fervent prayer 
to that end. 

While officials of the Orthodox Church have been 
consistently wary of any plan of unity originating 
from within the Catholic Church, yet we find that the 
observance of the Octave has been allowed in those 
“parishes, monasteries and societies anxious to pray 
for Christian unity” by several Synods and individual 
bishops, according to a bulletin of the Orthodox Con- 
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fraternity of St. Benedict. Surely the hand of the Good 
Shepherd is evident in this change of policy on the 
part of the Orthodox bishops, since it permits millions 
of devout Christians to join with us now in fervent 
prayers for unity! 

As we look back upon the 1942 observance of the 
Church Unity Octave, we can justifiably rejoice in the 
notable gains made towards universal prayer for the 
union of all men in One Body under the headship of 
the Vicar of Christ on earth. The great work for Chris- 
tian Unity inaugurated by Father Paul James Francis 
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continues to expand though his earthly labors in this 
sublime cause ceased with his call to life eternal. We 
who follow in his footsteps will always remember that 
in almost every sermon of his on Church Unity, he was 
wont to stress in an eloquent and convincing way the 
power of united prayer. It is not too much to hope 
that as a result of the crescendo of prayers that have 
gone up to the throne of the Divine Majesty during the 
Church Unity Octave just concluded, the day has been 
hastened when, in accordance with Our Lord’s Own 
Will “there shall be One Fold and One Shepherd!” 





Echoes of the Octave Observance 


Extracts from Letters of Members of the Hierarchy 


Boston, Mass.: “His Eminence, the Cardinal, 
directs me to acknowledge receipt of your communica- 
tion of December 12, and to say that arrangements are 
already being made for the Church Unity Octave which 
will be held as in former years at Saint Clement’s 
Church, Boston. 

“His Eminence sends you his blessing.” 

Rt. Rev. J. F. MIniHAN, 
Secretary. 


BALTIMORE AND WASHINGTON: “His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Archbishop, has asked me to let you 
know that he will be glad to see to it that notice is 
given the celebration of the Church Unity Octave 
next month.” 

Rr. Rev. JosepH M. NELLIGAN. 
Chancellor. 


SANTA Fe, New Mexico: “We will indeed endeavor 
to unite our Faithful in this good cause and will give 
the matter publicity in the papers as well. I indeed 
pray God to bless the Octave and the work of the 
Society in connection with same.” 


We OR. A. Gerken, 
Archbishop of Santa Fe. 


Brook.yn, N. Y.: “You may be assured that I shall 
bring this edifying and spiritually attractive program 
to the attention of the clergy, religious and people of 
the diocese. 

“T am extremely pleased that your efforts last year 
were rewarded with unusual success in this holy under- 
taking. 

“Wishing you and your associates every grace and 
blessing in the realization of your worthy aspirations.” 


Wh Tuomas E. Mo toy, 
Bishop of Brooklyn. 


Encouraging Observance of the Church Unity Octave 


Farco, NortH Dakota: “As in other years we 
shall again hold a Church Unity Octave from Janu- 
ary 18 to 25. A vast mission field lies right at our 
doors. While we have approximately 700,000 people 
in the State of North Dakota, only about 150,U00 are 
Catholic. May I ask that you kindly keep our own 
needs in mind in your prayers during the Church 
Unity Octave? 

“May the Lord bless your splendid work in the 
interest of winning souls for the Kingdom of Christ.” 


Mh A. J. Mvencu, 
Bishop of Fargo. 


CLEVELAND, OH10: His Excellency, Most Reverend 
Joseph Schrembs, issued the following letter to his 
clergy with instructions that it be read at all Masses 
in every Church and Chapel of the Diocese on Sun- 
day, January 11th: 

“T again direct your attention to the observance of 
the Church Unity Octave, which, in accordance with 
the desires of the Holy Father, will be held throughout 
the Catholic World from January 18th to January 25th 
to pray for the reunion of Christendom. 

“I direct that in all Churches and Chapels of the 
diocese, services be held daily with Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament at which the usual prayers shall be 
said for the intentions recommended. I also urge your 
attendance at Mass and reception of Holy Communion 
for these same intentions. A plenary indulgence may 
be gained under the usual conditions by those who re- 
ceive Holy Communion on the first or last day of the 
Octave. 

“Confident that your prayers will bring back to the 
unity of Faith many of our dissident brethren, I am, 

Very devotedly yours in Christ, 


0% JoseEpH SCHREMBS, 
Archbishop-Bishop of Cleveland.” 
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L¢ Catholicism Could Coase 


T recurrent intervals in his- 
A tory, the assertion is made 

that the day of Catholicism 
is done and that the ancient faith 
is in the throes of extinction. How 
many Popes, for example, have 
been deemed “the last of their 
line,” and how often has “supersti- 
tion died in the path of Science”? 
In recent years, however, the death 
of Catholicism has not been proph- 
esied with the same conviction as in 
the past. Popes succeed Popes, 
and the old doctrines survive! The 
pristine vigor is perennial, and the 
Rock of Peter is as firmly set as 
ever on its historic bases. 

More than ever is the Papacy 
the bulwark and the beacon of the 
spiritual realm, and today more 
than at any period in recent times 
the world hangs on the lips of the 
common father of Christendom. As 
the secular standards contend for 
supremacy, and as the secular 
theories are found to fail and to 
issue in blood and ruin, the Protes- 
tants, the apostates and the atheists 
listen attentively, if furtively, to the 
pronouncements of the Sovereign 
Pontiff. 

Yet for one reason or another, 
mainly economic, there has been a 
great growth of atheism in the 
world and a diminution of devotion 
amongst Catholics. The recovery 
of Spain does not compensate for 
universal losses. 

Now let us for a moment suppose 
the impossible (impossible because 
of the Divine Guarantee) that 
Catholicism were as completely ef- 
faced from the whole world as it is 
from a vast part of Russia. Let us 
leave to ethics, or to another Lecky, 
the consequent problem of putting 
a new system of permanent prin- 
ciples in its place (not that, outside 


By GEORGE E. GOLDIE 





Editor’s Note: The very general 
observance last month by Chris- 
tians of every denomination of 
the Church Unity Octave of 
prayer that “all may be one” in 
the Fold of Christ—the Catholic 
Church — makes this article re- 
printed from The Catholic Ga- 
zette of London both timely and 
instructive. The author, Mr. 
Goldie, adopts the method of 
supposing the impossible in order 
to bring home vividly the actual 
influence of the Church upon the 
world. 











Catholicism, principles can be 
permanent; for, as in the Nazi 
philosophy, they are subordinate to 
political necessity). Let us leave 
the theology to the theologians, and 
proceed as if the Summa of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas had ceased to 
signify anything; or, if signifying 
anything, had no more importance 
than the speculations of the alche- 
mists or the astronomical theories 
of the ancient astrologers. Let us 
consider the practical effects of 
such a state of affairs, and see what 
a difference, if any, would be 
brought about in the daily lives of 
the people. 

The effects would be both visible 
and invisible. In the first category 
we should, of course, place all the 
external manifestations and signs of 
Catholicism. In the course of time 
the churches would fall into decay, 
and the steeples would no longer 
aspire to Heaven, but would be re- 
placed by the industrial chimney. 
Cologne and Chartres and certain 
glorious cathedrals might be pre- 
served, either as monuments of anti- 
quity or as models of ancient 
architecture; but the churches in the 


villages and cities, being as sugges- 
tive of religion as unsuitable for 
practical purposes, would surely 
disappear and make way for the 
temples of the money-lenders or for 
the emporiums of the cheap-jack 
trader. The liturgy, with its ma- 
jesty, dignity and symbolism would 
die; the solemn ceremonies of the 
Church would no longer captivate 
the imagination, to carry it away 
from the passing cares of life. No 
more the sublimity of Gregorian 
music or the canticles of Saint 
Cecilia. 

The corporate act of worship 
with all its salutary effects would, 
of course, cease to be. No more 
the silence of the sacred building 
and the spiritual union of the multi- 
tude, with its far-reaching social 
consequences, which must be in- 
calculably greater and more bene- 
ficial than all the mass demonstra- 
tions, political meetings, propa- 
ganda and parades beloved by 
secular dictators. 

Secondly, we should notice the 
absence of the nun and priest from 
the street and from society. The 
Catholic nun is the truest expres- 
sion of Catholicism. Her habit em- 
braces all the virtues of mind and 
heart, revealing at first sight sanity 
and sweetness, which are in direct 
contrast with the mental unrest and 
licentious speech that characterize 
the pagan atmosphere in which we 
live. For every silent and saintly 
nun slain by atheism there would 
rise a thousand rouged and painted 
minxes to trip along our streets. We 
should lose the chastening influence 
of the nun and priest on the recep- 
tive masses. The gentle reproach 
in their persons, and the modera- 
tion and restraint which their de- 
meanor and deportment exercise on 
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the populace, once lost, 
would leave a gap such as 
no secular convention or 
police discipline could 
make good. I speak of 
Catholicism as a whole; 
naturally this influence is 
Jess apparent, except by 
contrast, in dominantly 
Protestant or pagan coun- 
tries. 

Next in the visible 
order, we should lose the 
great popular manifesta- 
tions of faith. Lisieux and 
Lourdes, Compostella and 
Oberammergau would be- 
come deserted villages, 
and the charity of nations 
in the bond of a common 
faith would, to that extent, 





Hater Dolorosa 


Mother of Sorrows, Mother of bitter days, 
Remember thy anguish when the dark winds swirled 
About His cross. 


Hold high the sword of sorrow in thy heart 
To challenge and to conquer war and hate; 
Thou who of suffering had so great a part, 
Answer us now who kneel, and pray, and wait. 


Mother of Sorrows, Mother of wondrous power, 
Hear now, thy children, lost, and sad, and crying; 
Grant us new hope to break in rapturous flower; 
Grant us new faith... 


Mother of tears, and heartbreak, and of loss, 
Lift now our world from its Calvary . . 


—By Blanche Yvonne Mosler. 


Turn now thy compassionate gaze 
Upon the mothers of sons throughout the world. 


a faith that is undying. 


. and its cross! 


cism is the basis. The 
Bolshevist eats to live in 
the flesh, and all the 
economy of his national 
life is accordingly formed 
and directed; the Catholic 
eats to live in the spirit, 
to which spiritual life all 
his economy is subordi- 
nate. 

If therefore the uni- 
versal exponent and pro- 
tagonist of the spirit die, 
to whom could we go but 
to the devil? If we re- 
move from society the 
only universal institution 
that can collate and con- 
nect all things in a perfect 
and consistent system, 
what else would result 








be lost. Trade Union Con- 

gresses and Communist 

rallies, even if international, would 
be poor substitutes. The great pro- 
cessions that wind their way, as on 
the feast of Corpus Christi, through 
all the towns and villages of the 
Catholic world would yield to the 
march of the angry masses. The 
great functions, such as the enthron- 
ing of a bishop, the burial of a 
Pope and the crowning of his suc- 
cessor would cease to stir the hearts 
and inflame the imagination of 
countless spectators, and Rome 
would sink to a mere capital city. 
Who could estimate the loss to the 
human spirit that would accrue 
from such a change? The romance 
of Rome and the light of the Chris- 
tian shrines, the incense and the 
swelling hymns, the Cardinals and 
the Patriarchs and all the external 
glory and magnificence would yield 
to the dull expediency of paganism. 


* * * 


The external is the mirror of 
things unseen; how much greater 
would be the loss of things invisi- 
dle! For countless thousands, the 
extinction of Catholicism would be 
the instant death of spiritual life. 
Not only would the sap and source 
of spirituality be withdrawn; but a 
sign, as from the devil, would 
spring from man to man and blight 
the human heart. The whole struc- 


ture of spiritual life would, like the 
steeple, collapse. 


The death of Catholicism would 
mean the free life of vice, and 
moral anarchy. The great restraint 
would be removed from human 
intercourse; for the deterrents 
which are claimed by any secular 
system of ethics to control our 
actions would be found to fail. It 
is impossible to obtain reliable 
Statistics to show whether the 
incidence of crime is now high or 
low in Russia, or what is the degree 
of personal or public morality; but 
it may be assumed that, so far, 
conduct in this respect is not ap- 
preciably worse than before. The 
people are still in the aftermath of 
a Christian tradition, the former 
principles are not yet spent, and the 
old impetus engendered by the 
momentum of many centuries of 
Christianity still retains some of its 
force. But in the fulness of time a 
secular system involves secular 
standards and criterions, when the 
merit of an action is measured 
either by personal or by national 
necessity. 


Bread is of course a necessity, and 
without bread there can be no 
virtue. But whereas the bread of 
Bolshevism is the climax or the 
highest good, the bread of Catholi- 


from the withdrawal of 

that force but chaos? It 
is quite certain that, having ex- 
tinguished, so to speak, the eye 
of God, the principles which govern 
the lives of countless individuals 
would cease to have effect. Mercy, 
modesty and patience, mildness, 
meekness, humility and long-suffer- 
ing have already been assailed in 
the Nazi philosophy as _ being 
unmanly virtues. What would 
stand between us and the final 
destruction of Christian ideals if 
the custodian were destroyed? 
What power but that of the Church 
could resist and triumph over the 
errors of the day? Who could 
counter divorce with long-suffering, 
the limitation of the family with 
brotherly concern, racial exclusion 
with universal love, racial superior- 
ity with the concept of the human 
family, the deliberate killing of the 
incurable, (or possibly of the cur- 
able) with the endless possibility 
of self-sacrifice? To kneel is more 
pregnant with truth than to salute. 
To examine one’s conscience in any 
case achieves more for human hap- 
piness than political propaganda. 


The political trickster, the worldly 
sybarite, et hoc genus omne, would 
be free to do their worst, without 
the embarrassing censorship of a 
still-Christian society, or the irk- 
some vigilance of a Catholic Church. 
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N ews and Views 


Mission, Montague, N. C., will appreciate re- 

ceiving from our Readers any used Catholic 
magazines and other literature for distribution among 
Catholic soldiers at a nearby Army Camp. Please mail 
jirect to Father O’Byrne. 


Ri‘ Father O’Byrne, pastor of St. Augustine’s 


The swift turn of events which has seen a resur- 
gence of the Reds’ fighting strength to such a degree 
that the Nazi armies are being forced to retreat all 
along the Eastern front, gives rise to speculation in 
many minds as to what the final aftermath may be as 
between the Reds and the Nazis. Certain it is that 
the world will witness in Europe the tragedy of a 
bloody and bitter vengeance, and an even greater and 
a more vicious attempt to destroy Christianity in the 
whole world. 


The landing of American soldiers in Northern Ire- 
land last month, which drew a protest from Premier 
De Valera of Eire, brought to the fore again the ques- 
tion of Irish neutrality which appears to be little 
understood in this country. Following a visit to Ire- 
land, Rev. Dr. John Heenan, noted as a radio speaker 
in England, in a broadcast to the United States a few 
weeks ago asserted that Irish neutrality is not caused 
by hatred of the British, as many believe, but is based 
on a realistic point of view. The Irish, Dr. Heenan 
declared, are not at all convinced that use of Irish 
ports by the British would be advantageous to the 
British, but they are definitely certain that such an 
action would only bring utter destruction on the 
country from German bombs. 

* + * * 

An appeal to all the faithful of his Diocese to pray, 
especially at the time of the midday Angelus, that 
America may “achieve the triumph of a just and last- 
ing peace,” was issued by the Most Rev. Edwin V. 
O’Hara, Bishop of Kansas City. 

“As down the centuries the Angelus has lifted Chris- 
tian hearts to prayer at morn, at noon, and at eve,” 
Bishop O’Hara’s letter said, “let us revive this salu- 
tary custom and particularly at the stroke of the An- 
gelus bell at noon, pause from our work to pray for 
our beloved country and her valiant defenders, that 
both her armed and her civilian forces may strive 
mightily in a Christian spirit and achieve the triumph 
of a just and lasting peace.” 

The Angelus is one of the most beautiful, though 
one of the most neglected today of our Catholic devo- 


tions. The indications are however that a strong 
movement has set in for a revival of its observance. 
In Syracuse, N. Y., one of the first official acts on 
January 1st of the newly inaugurated Mayor, Mr. 
Thomas Kennedy, was to issue a proclamation request- 
ing all citizens of the city to pause for a minute each 
day at 6:30 with all traffic at a standstill, to offer a 
prayer to God each day during January for the victory 
of the American cause and for the return of peace to 
the world. 


In an address which he delivered at the Communion 
breakfast of the Carroll Club members at the Waldorf 
Astoria in New York on January 18th, Myron G. Tay- 
lor, President Roosevelt’s envoy to the Vatican, de- 
clared that the American people must do their share 
toward ridding the world of the “irresponsibility of 
hate and revenge” and replacing it with the “responsi- 
bility of good will” if civilization is to outlast the 
present crisis. 

“This is a great and critical moment of world hist- 
ory,” he continued. “The fallen angels of darkness 
have, through subterfuge, coercion and force, brought 
war to the more peacefully inclined peoples. Those 
whose vision and lives have been guided by the angels 
of light seem no longer to count. We must deal with 
realities, and the realities are so cold and stern and 
cruel that we cry out under their impact. 

“But it is disloyal to the Omnipotent Power which 
created and endowed our world and gave us life upon 
the earth not to put to the best use the faculties which 
we are privileged to possess, and thereby exorcise the 
evil and protect the good. Have we a right to expect 
the Prince of Peace to come out of heaven and take 
over our burdens if we ourselves do nothing but cringe 
over our buried talents? May we sit idly by, impo- 
tently complaining and criticizing, and still expect our 
burdens to be lifted by God—or indeed by anyone?” 

The nation, fortified by a sense of faith in the spir- 
itual values, would triumph eventually despite tempo- 
rary setbacks, Mr. Taylor said. 


as 3 % % 


An organized drive by the thousands of Catholic 
students throughout Western Pennsylvania was opened 
last month with the blessing and encouragement of 
Most Rev. Hugh C. Boyle, Bishop of Pittsburgh, in an 
effort to put a stop to the sale of indecent literature in 
stores and on newsstands. The students adopted a 
code for their campaign, banning all literature which 
glorifies crime, is predominantly sexy, features illicit 
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leve, carries illustrations classed as indecent or sug- 
gestive or carries improper advertising. 
oe aK * * 

Salazar is, according to the London daily Times, 
“the outstanding member of a group of Catholic states- 
men who strove heroically in the interval between the 
wars to recapture the immemorial tradition of Chris- 
tendom; it is significant that two other representatives 
of this school, Dr. Bruning 
and Dr. Dollfuss, incurred the 


UNUM SINT ™& 


The number of States in which Good Friday is now | 
a legal holiday is reported to be thirteen, the last State | 


to enact such a law being Indiana. 
oa * * 1 

A recent Bulletin of the Central Verein of St. Louis, 
has drawn much interested attention to a foot-note in 
Theodore Maynard’s The Story of American Catholi- 
cism, which states that Stephen A. Douglas, Lincoln’s 
opponent in the 1860 cam- 
paign, died a Catholic. After 





implacable hatred of the 
pagan dictator of Germany.” 

After the war, concludes the 
Times, “any international or- 
ganization to which we may 
become a party must have 
room for a policy like that of 
modern Portugal.” 


ok * * od 

It is the wish of His Holi- 
ness, Pope Pius XII that the 
observance of the 25th anni- 
versary of his episcopal con- 
secration, which occurs on 
May 13th, this year, be prima- 
rily religious in character, 
says Osservatore Romano, 
Vatican City newspaper. Be- 
cause of the difficult times 
through which the world is 





The late Rev. Dr. 


the death of his first wife, 
Douglas married “the lovely 
Adele Cutts,” a Catholic lady 
who so captivated Washing- 
ton that the Douglas home in 
1856 became known as “thi 
social White House.” Douglas 
permitted her to send the two 
children of his first marriage 
to a Catholic school, to the 
Jesuits’ Gonzaga high school 
in Washington, and later to 
Georgetown. Eventually, the 
two boys joined the Faith of 
their stepmother. But in 1860, 
one of the Douglas’ advisers 
suggested to him that it would 
be wise to take his boys out of 
the Jesuit school. Douglas 


Nieuwland, C.S.C. ° ° , 
eroeneren replied that while he wanted 





passing, the Holy Father has 
expressed the wish that no 
external manifestations be ar- 
ranged, but rather that there 
should be a union of all hearts 
in prayer. 

It is desired, continues the 
Vatican paper, that the entire 


With our country’s supply of crude 
rubber from the East Indies cut off 
because of the war in the Pacific 
tribute is being paid to the achieve- 
ment of the late Dr. Julius A. Nieuw- 
land, C.S.C., of Notre Dame Uni- 
versity, for his discovery of a process 
for making synthetic rubber, which is 
now of such vital importance to the 
United States. 


the presidency more than any 
earthly thing and was willing 
to pay any reasonable price 
for it, removing his boys from 
a Catholic school because 
their attendance might affect 
adversely his political chances 
involved a surrender of prin- 





Catholic world join in an 


ciple which was too great a 
price to pay. 








hour of pious observance 
when the Pontiff, on the anni- 
versary date, celebrates Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
At the same time, it is urged that the Faithful every- 
where assemble in their churches to pray for the com- 
mon Father. At that time, the blessing of the Holy 
Father will be broadcast by radio. 


‘ne t @ 


A bill to make Good Friday a holiday in New York 
State has been introduced by Assemblyman John V. 
Downey, of Queens County. It amends the general 
constitutional law by inserting in the list of official 
holidays, “the Friday preceding Easter Day, known 
as Good Friday.” 

Similar measures have been proposed to the Legis- 
lature for several years past, but they have never been 
reported from committee. 


The question of Douglas’ 

conversion remains somewhat 

of a mystery says the Bulletin. Did Douglas die a 
Catholic? Maynard says yes, others say the question 
is doubtful. Bishop Duggan of Chicago is reputed to 
have asked him on his deathbed whether he wished to 
become a Catholic, and received this reply: “No, sir, 
when I desire it, 1 will communicate with you freely.” 
That he may have so communicated later is substanti- 
ated by a note in the private diary of one William J. 
Onahan, a young friend of Bishop Duggan, who states 
flatly that Lincoln’s memorable opponent was received 
into the Church before he breathed his last. The ac- 


count of his funeral in the Chicago Times for June 8, 
1861, says that the “clergy were in full canonicals.” 
It is pointed out in the book that “for the Bishop to be 
clad in even partial rubrical garb implied that he per- 
formed the Catholic burial rite.” 
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HE New Year was prayer- 
T fully ushered in at Gray- 
moor by solemn services. 
In the three chapels, those of 
St. Francis’, Our Lady of the 
Angels, and St. Elizabeth’s, a 
Holy Hour of reparation and 
thanksgiving was conducted for 
the large groups of devout wor- 
shippers. 

At the top of the Mount of the 
Atonement, the stillness of the 
night was broken by the ringing 
of the great bell in St. Francis’ 
Chapel tower at 11:15 p. m. on 
New Year’s Eve. By 11:30, the 
Fathers, Brothers and Tertiaries 
had quietly assembled in the 
chapel, and the Holy Hour was 
opened by Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. Father 
Agnellus, S.A., conducted a 
series of meditations appropriate 
to the closing of the old year and 
beginning of the new. In the first 
meditation he besought God’s for- 
giveness for the sins and misdeeds 
committed against Him during the 
year that had passed. The next 
talk stressed the need of renewed 
resolutions of faithfulness in prayer 
and devotion during the New Year. 
The final meditation was devoted to 
peace, and in the name of the Com- 
munity, the preacher led his hearers 
in a prayerful petition asking God 
to restore the blessings of tranquil- 
lity and security to a sorrowing 
world. During the prayers which 
preceded the Solemn Benediction, 
the Friars renewed their Consecra- 
tion to the Sacred Heart of Our 
Lord, devoutly asking His blessings 
on the whole world during this year 
of grace. 

At the Convent Chapel of Our 
Lady of the Angels, Father Mat- 
thias, S.A., led the Sisters and their 
guests during the Midnight hour of 
prayer and supplication. In a brief 





The Library at our Seminary in Washing- 


ton is always a busy place. 


talk he laid great emphasis on the 
need for atonement for past faults 
and for greater diligence in work 
and prayer for true peace and Chris- 
tian Unity. 

Father Dominic, S.A., conducted 
the Holy Hour at midnight in the 
beautiful little chapel of Saint 
Elizabeth’s House in Graymoor 
Village. This service was attended 
by the residents of St. Elizabeth’s 
and their neighbors in the Village. 
The devoutness and attendance of 
the congregation attested eloquently 
to their faith and confidence in the 
power of the Prince of Peace, Who 
alone can bring new hope and cour- 
age to a war-torn world. 

* * & 

On the morning of New Year’s 
Day, the Feast of Our Lord’s Cir- 
cumcision, Masses were offered in 
St. Francis’ Chapel and in St. John’s 
Church. The sermons delivered on 


Society of A\tonement Atnnals 


that morning revealed that the 
concurrence of these two festi- 
vals is by no means accidental, 
for it is significant that we should 
be reminded on the very first day 
of the year that Our Lord began 
His sufferings for us almost from 
the moment of His birth. 

In accordance with the wish 
of our beloved Archbishop, the 
Blessed Sacrament was solemnly 
exposed on the altar of St. John’s 
Church all during the day. Fre- 
quent visits were made to our 
Divine Lord by the Sisters and 
people of Graymoor, to pray for 
peace and victory for the forces 
of justice and right. The Blessed 
Sacrament was also exposed at 
the Chapel of St. Christopher’s 
Inn, so that the poor men who 
are taken care of by the Friars 
might unite the more easily in 
the general supplication to Our 
Lord for the same purpose. 


a s+ 2 § 


The Friars at our Atonement 
Seminary in Washington, true to 
their Franciscan vocation of doing 
good to others, spent the Feast of 
the Circumcision with the guests of 
the Little Sisters of the Poor at 
their downtown home. In the morn- 
ing Solemn Mass was sung in the 
Chapel of the Home, with all the 
old people who were able to be 
present attending. Father Stephen, 
S.A., spoke eloquently of Our 
Lord’s command to His followers 
that they must love one another, 
and must express their love by acts 
of kindness and helpfulness. He 
also paid tribute to the untiring ac- 
tivity of the Little Sisters who 
spend their lives taking care of the 
poor, and who ask no recompense 
except for an increase of Divine 
Grace through works of charity. 

In the morning the Friars visited 
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the wards of the home, singing for 
the old people the wonderful hymns 
of Christmas, which never fail to 
bring new hope and cheer to those 
who hear them. At noon, our 
seminarians waited on the tables 
like the deacons of Apostolic times, 
and esteemed it a privilege to serve 
the bountiful meal to the Sisters’ 
guests. A final feature of their 
day at the Home was the presenta- 
tion of Dickens’ Christmas Carol. 
Frater Colman, S. A., played the 
role of Scrooge so convincingly 
that we are afraid some of the 
dear old people will be hard put to 
identify him when he visits them 
again. At the conclusion of the day 
our Friar-students looked back upon 
its events as truly memorable, since 
the Sisters and the old people 
poured out praise and benediction 
on them so lavishly. 

The Feast of the Epiphany, 
January 6th, is always celebrated 
with special devotion by the Friars 
and Sisters of the Atonement. The 
manifestation of Our Lord to the 
Gentiles is intimately associated 
with the work of prayer for Chris- 
tian Unity, to which the Society of 
the Atonement has pledged itself. 
At the Solemn Masses in St. Fran- 
cis’ Chapel and in St. John’s 
Church, the hearts of all rejoiced 
with the Wise Men of old in the 
knowledge that the King of the 
Jews had been born for the salva- 
tion of the whole world. 
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A snapshot taken by one of our students as His Excellency, Most Reverend 
Archbishop Spellman addressed the Friars and Students on the occasion of 


his recent visit to Graymoor. 


This year the feastday marked 
the return of the students of St. 
John’s Preparatory Seminary after 
their Christmas holidays. They set 
to work at once, since classes began 
anew on the following morning. All 
of them appeared more anxious 
than ever to get down to the studies 
that will lead them on to the priest- 
hood of Our Lord in the Society of 
the Atonement. 


While we are on the subject of 
the students’ return to their studies 
at our Preparatory Seminary, we 
are reminded that not the least of 
the mundane worries of our Father 





A Vista of our Seminary at Washington as seen in its Winter setting 
during a recent snowfall. 


Guardian is the problem of accumu- 
lating the funds to pay the house- 
hold bills for our large family here 
on the Mount. It requires on his 
part a constant planning and re- 
planning of the “family budget”— 
a practice of necessity in spite of 
the utmost frugality which is a rule 
of Franciscan living. Our dear 
Lord has never failed to help us 
and we are devoutly thankful, but, 
humanlike, we are not immune from 
worry when bills accumulate and 
the charitable benevolence of our 
friends is sometimes not sufficient 
to meet them. 

We depend so much on our kind 
benefactors and in return we pray 
God to bless them with an hundred- 
fold reward for their charity to us. 
We gratefully acknowledge the con- 
tributions mentioned herewith. 


I.. Matte, N. Y., $1; P. Schmitz, 
N. Y., $2; B. Rock, Mass., $4; L. Ziniti, 
Mass., $29; L. Matthias, Me., $5; E 
Kenney, Mass., $4; Mrs. M. Benevilli, 
Conn., $1; H. Conway, N. J., $1; K. 


Oswald, Mich., $1; M. O'Neil, Ill, $1; 
F. Rapisada, N. Y., $5; J. Steppel, Tex., 
$1; M. Burns, N. Y., $1; C. Low, N. J., 
$1; H. Reid, N. Y., $1; E. S., Cal., $2; 
J. Regan, N. J., $3; L. Phillips, N. J., 
Hibbs, N. J., $3; A. Cloche, 
Conn., $5; Mrs. J. McNulty, N. Y., $3; 
Friend, $2; W. Westerfield, N. Y., $2; 
I. Defeo, N. Y., $1; A. Fay, Mass., $1; 
Mrs. W. Heitzman, Pa., $1; M. Gladin, 


$3; E 
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Mass., $1; Mrs. H. Lorenz, IL, $1; ¢ 
Sanerman, Minn., $1; M. Nersong, Cal., 
$5; Mrs. T. Johnson, Mass., $1; N. Me- 
Namara, N. J., $2; E. Vincent, N. Y., 
$1; Rev. J. Gough, Canada, $1; Mrs. A 
Gabriel, Ill, $3; Mrs. J. Sheridan, 
Mass., $2; J. Sheiron, Mass., $1; H 
urner, N. Y., $1; Rev. Szabo, N. J., $3; 
M. Manzella, Conn., $5; K. MeCarthy 
Ml. $25; I. Bainbridge, N. Y., $1 
\.. $5; W. Durkin, Pa., $1 


The Mount of the Atonement 
was the setting in January, 1908, 
of the first Church Unity Octave 
service inaugurated by our late 
Father General, under whose inspi- 
ration the Octave first came into 
seing. So the observance last 
month marked the thirty-fourth 
anniversary of a prayer crusade for 
Christian Unity which, beginning 
in our Friary Chapel, has now 
spread its influence for good far 
across the world. Here at Gray- 
moor this year, the Octave was 
opened with a Solemn Mass in St. 
Francis’ Chapel with the Very Rev. 
Father General, S.A., as celebrant, 
assisted by Very Rev. Fr. Bonaven- 
ture, S.A., Guardian of the Mother- 


house, as Deacon, and Father 
Dennis, S.A., Subdeacon. The stu- 
dents’ choir supplemented the 


Friars in chanting the Mass. Each 
day during the Octave Solemn Mass 
was offered in the Crypt Chapel of 
St. Anthony’s National Shrine for 
the special Intention of the day. 
Of particular interest was the 
service on Friday morning when 
the Holy Sacrifice was offered for 
the Octave intention in the Byzan- 
tine Rite by Father Bohdan Olesh, 
newly ordained priest of the Ukrain- 
ian Diocese. The visible unity of 
the Church was strikingly illus- 
trated for our Friars and Students 
by this celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy, as the Mass is called by 
Eastern Catholics, in all its majestic 
beauty and dignified grandeur. 
Later on in the morning, Father 
Olesh addressed the student body, 
explaining the significance of the 
various ceremonies of the Mass as 
celebrated by priests of the Eastern 
Rite. He pointed out that greater 
interest and fraternity among Catho- 


UT 





Fr. Bohdan Olesh 


lics of the various rites would con- 
tribute much towards the eventual 
return of the many millions of the 
dissident Christians to loyal unity 
with the Apostolic See. 

Evening services were held daily 
at 8:00 p. m. in the Oratory of the 
Little Flower, as this was the only 
chapel on the Mount sufficient to 
accommodate the members of the 
Community, students and guests 
together. The services opened with 
the recitation of the Rosary to ask 
Our Lady’s intercession for the par- 
ticular intention being commemo- 
rated. The Veni Creator was then 
sung by the assembled congrega- 
tion, after which an appropriate 
sermon was delivered by one of the 
Fathers of the Society, outlining the 
reasons that separated the various 
groups of dissidents from the 
Catholic Church, and suggesting 
fervent prayer in unity as the most 
practical means to win back each 
one of these groups. Solemn Bene- 
diction and the prayers of the 
Octave terminated the devotions. 

Father Patrick, S.A., spoke on the 
first evening in regard to the history 
of the Octave from its earliest days 
and described vividly its present 
widespread observance throughout 
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the world. Father Dunstan, S.A., 
took the Oriental Churches as his 
topic. He emphasized that prayer 
and the spirit of fraternal charity 
were the chief means of restoring 
to unity those millions of believers 
who lack only the will to submit to 
the jurisdiction and guidance of the 
See of St. Peter, since in nearly all 
doctrinal and devotional points 
they are at one with us in faith. 
he history of the Anglican Church, 
which was conceived as a schism 
only, but which quickly lapsed into 
heresy, was revealed for us by 
Father Justin, S.A. Father Guard- 
ian renewed the theme of the Oc- 
tave as a Prayer Movement when he 
preached on European Protestant- 
ism. 
The religious conditions of the 
American people formed the theme 
of Father Samuel’s sermon. He 
pointed out practical means for 
Catholics in this country to win the 
attention of their fellow-Americans 
religiously by their example and 
spirit of good-will and loyalty. 
Father Ambrose, S.A., who has 
worked much with men who once 
had the Faith but lost it, addressed 
the Community on the need of 
prayer and understanding for the 
return of lapsed Catholics to the 
Sacraments. The Jewish nation, 
once the Chosen People of God, 
were treated from the historical, 
social, and religious point of view 
by Father Cyril, S.A. The Octave 
was concluded by Father James’ 
address on the Missionary Conquest 
of the World for Christ. 


We have spoken elsewhere in 
THe Lamp of the Washington ob- 
servance of the Octave, but feel it 
appropriate to mention here the 
work of the Friars of the Atone- 
ment at our Major Seminary who 
gave generously of their time and 
service for the success of the Oc- 
tave program. To Frater Bartho- 
lomew, S.A., a member of the 
governing body of the Catholic 
University Conference of the 
Catholic Students Mission Crusade, 
which sponsored the Octave in 
Washington, was given the direc- 
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tion of the program both at the 
National Shrine and in the City’s 
downtown churches. Associated 
with him in arranging the various 
services were Fraters Daniel, Nor- 
bert, Ralph, Roger and Leon. The 
deacons and other students at 
our Seminary devoted themselves 
wholeheartedly to publicizing the 
Octave Movement by addresses in 
the Catholic schools of the city and 
among the various lay groups and 
societies. 

The opening Mass at the Shrine 
on Sunday, January 18th, was cele- 
brated by Very Rev. Fr. Angelus, 
S.A., Rector of the Atonement 
Seminary. Frater Adrian was 
Deacon and Frater Thomas, Sub- 
deacon. They were assisted at the 
altar by other Friars of the Semi- 
nary under the supervision of 
Frater Norbert. The preacher of 
the day, Very Rev. Joseph C. 
Fenton, S.T.D., Acting Dean of the 
Theological School at the Catholic 
University, paid eloquent tribute to 
our late Father Founder, Very Rev. 
Father Paul Francis, S.A., in whose 
mind God inspired the inauguration 
of this great crusade of prayer to 
promote Christian Unity. 


* * & & 


The Feast of the Conversion of 
St. Paul was marked at St. Joseph’s 
Friary, Saranac Lake, by the pro- 
fession of two Lay Brothers and 
the clothing as Religious of six 
more. The Solemn Mass that pre- 
ceded the ceremony was offered by 
Very Rev. Father Dominic, Vicar- 
General of the Congregation. The 
Friary Choir sang the solemn 
chants of the Liturgy assigned for 
these ceremonies with deep feeling 
and devotion. 

The two Friars who have com- 
pleted their two years of training in 
the Novitiate are Brother Linus and 
Brother Benet. Brother Linus, who 
was known formerly as Edward 
White, of Naugatuck, Conn., will be 
stationed at Graymoor. Brother 
Benet, formerly Justin Fitzgerald, 
of Jersey City, N. J., will also take 
up his duties at the Motherhouse in 
a short time. 

The young men clothed as 





Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


(1) Father Paul, No. 2: A. McN., Conn., $5; Mrs. C. H., R. L, $5; 
C. C., Mass., $1; H. B., N. Y., $1; D. G., Mass $1; K. McD., D. C., $2; 
E. H., N. J., $5; C. O., Cal., $1; M. B., Mass., $100; E. S., $500, Total, 
$4,901.77. 

(2) Mother Lurana, No. 2: Mrs. T. S., N. J., $1. Total, $4,764.45 

(3) St. Patrick: 1. G,N. Y., $5. Total, $4,390.20. 


(4) All Saints: Mrs. D. C., N. J., $225; C. O., Cal., $1.50; Anon, 
$4. Total, $3,976.15. 

(5) St. Anthony, so 3: Mrs. C. S., N. J., $5; Mes. C. M:, N. Y., 
$4; C. B., N. ¥., $15; T. M., Va. $5; C. O., Cal, $1; K. D., N. Y¥., $10. 
Total, $3,421.45. 

(6) Sacred Heart, No. 3: C. B., N. Y., $5; C. O., Cal., $1; L. T., 
Mich., $1. Total, $3,380.10. 

(7) St. Anne: $2,917.05 

(8) St. Joseph: C. O., Cal., $1.50. — ee 

(9) St. Jude: A. S., Wis., $1; C. , Mass., $1; L. McB., N. Y., 
$2; Mrs. E. H., R. I., $5. Total, $2, 

(10) St. Margaret of Scotland: § 2495.77. 

(11) St. Francis Xavier: $2,413.00. (12) Pius X: $2,112.40. (13) Our 
Lady of Lourdes: $1,755.50. 

(14) Our Lady of Perpetual Help: C. O., Cal., $2.50; C. D., Mich., 
Total, $1,665.05. 

(15) St. Francis of Assisi: C. O., Cal., $1. Total, $1,620.45. 

(16) St. Christopher: C. O., Cal., $1.50. Total, $1,612.50. 

(17) St. Rita: $1,266.95. (18) Hope: $1,117.95. 

(19) Little Flower: C. O., Cal., $1.50. Total, $1,065.50. 

(20) Sacred Shoulder: Mrs. E. H., Can., $5. Total, $1,037.70. 

(21) Father Drumgoole: $943.10. 
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(22) St. John the Baptist: Dr. A. H., Pa., 50c. Total, 7 

(23) tenmaculate Gueceptice: Mrs. 1. FB. VY, St M. T. BH. Fe 
$1; D. G. X.Y. otal, $723.5 

(24) Holy esse c. & a $1. Total, $512.50. 


(25) Precious Blood: Mrs. C. O., Cal., $1. Total, $399.20. 
(26) Holy Souls: Dr. A. H., Pa., 50c. Total, $394.65. 
(27) Infant Jesus of Prague: Mrs. M. K., Conn., $1; J. DeL., N. Y., 


25c; D: BM, B.. ¥4 Ge; B. Ott. N.Y. Si; C.. GC, Cah, Si: DBD. A. BMaes., 
$1. Total, $391.40. 
(28) Blessed Sacrament: Mrs. E. McC., N. Y., $1; C. O., Cal, $1 


Total, $351.03. 
(29) St. Michael: $329.10. 
(30) Our Lady of Prompt Succor: C. O., Cal., $2.50. Total, $304.20 
(31) St. John the Divine: J. DeL., N. Y., 25c. Total, $279.96. 
(32) Five Wounds: $263.00. (33) St. Margaret Mary: $261.35. 
(34) Holy Spirit: $259.00. 
(35) Our Lady of the Atonement: Mrs. M. F., Mass., $2; A. J. L., 
Mass., $3; Mrs. M. M., N. Y., $1. Total, $250.15. 
(36) Our Seneuid Mother: $235.00. (37) Brother Jude: $209.00. 
(38) Holy Family: J. DeL., N. Y., 25c. Total, $190.10. 
(39) Archangel Raphael: $153.20. 
(40) St. Matthias the Apostle: G. H., Ind. $1; Fr. M., $2. Total, 
$145.49. (41) Sacred Head: $135.35. 
(42) Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: D. L., N. Y., $1. Total, 
$138.40. 
(43) Brother Philip, No. 3: Mrs. H.. Tex., $1. Total, $82.20. 
(44) Most Holy Trinity: Dr. A. H., Pa., 50c. Total, $82.00. 
(45) Mother Cabrini: $69.60. (46) St. Paul, No. 2: $63.20. .(47) 
Bro. Anthony: $54.75. (48) Bro. Andre: $52.50. = Pius XI.: $22.00. 
(50) Catherine Tekakwitha: Mrs. J]. W., Pa., $1. Total, $17.95. 
(51) St. Gerard Majella: $16.13. (52) oh et ad Baker: $6.60. 
(53) Our Lady of the Rosary: Mrs. D. C., N. J., 25c. Total, $6.75. 
(54) St. Clare: $3.25. 














Novices 
Chicago, 
Brother 
Washing 
Brother 
chese, ¢ 
Cyprian 
Heights 
vatore 

Brothe 
Henry, | 
Brian. 

ciety oO 
will re 
seclusio 
two yi 
selves 

reflectic 
the Rel 
Chastit 
end of 


Thre 
Matthi: 
arius, ¢ 
annive: 
on Jan 
thias i 
at the 
Graym 
an ent 
“Stam: 
buildit 
the J 
Lawre 
for st 
Lake i 
he ha 
cessfu 
Fathe 
our § 
where 
has al 
onat 
nance 
Friar- 


chide 
lectfu 
space 
truly 

petua 
is no 

Padu; 














%& UT OMNES UNUM SINT 49 


Novices are William Sullivan, of 
Chicago, Ill., who will be known as 
Brother Viator; Edward Regan, of 
Washington, D. C., now known as 
Brother Claude; Salvatore Mar- 
chese, of Corona, N. Y., Brother 
Cyprian; Robert Kress, of Jackson 
Heights, L. I., Brother Neil; Sal- 
vatore Failla, of Bellaire, L. L., 
Brother Roland, and John 
Henry, of Erie, Penna., Brother 
Brian. As Novices in the So- 
ciety of the Atonement they 
will reside in the cloistered 
seclusion of the Novitiate for 
two years, preparing them- 
selves by constant prayer and 
reflection for the assumption of 

the Religious Vows of Poverty, 
Chastity and Obedience at the 
end of that time. 

Three of our Priests, Fathers 
Matthias, Lawrence and Janu- 
arius, quietly observed the 12th 
anniversary of their ordination 
on January 26th. Father Mat- 
thias is chaplain to the Sisters 
at the Motherhouse here at 
Graymoor, and, incidentally, is 
an enthusiastic booster for the 
“Stamp Bureau” which he is 
building up for the benefit of 
the Mission Cause. Father 
Lawrence has been stationed 
for several years at Smoky 
Lake in Alberta, Canada, where 
he has labored hard and suc- 
cessfully in missionary work. 
Father Januarius is stationed at 
our Seminary in Washington 
where, as Father Procurator, he 
has all the worries of providing 
on a thin budget for the mainte- 
nance of our large group of 
Friar-Clerics. 

Ad multos annos! 


* bo cg as 


By the way, not a few of St. 
Anthony’s Clients have gently 
chided us for being seemingly neg- 
lectful in failing to give greater 
space and more prominence to the 
truly wonderful merits of our Per- 
petual Novena in his honor. There 
is no doubt that the gentle Saint of 
Padua is a favorite in heaven as he 


is on earth among his Clients, other- 
wise how account for his great 
intercessory power for Divine 
favors and the countless thousands 
in every land who turn to him in 
petition or in thanksgiving in the 
cares and the joys of human exist- 
ence. 

The Graymoor Friars have good 








Come, An thony 


Come, Anthony, bend low thine ear 
Image of Christ, and God’s great saint, 
When was it known thou wouldst not hear 
The cry of faith in sorrow’s plaint? 
Saint Anthony, hearest thou my plea? 


Thou conqueror in Christ’s holy name, 
Thou enemy of Hell’s onslaught, 

Thou prince of love’s eternal reign, 
Thou champion of all souls distraught, 
Saint Anthony, prayest thou for me? 


Oh! Anthony, the tides of woe 
Engulf my heart and flood my breast; 
By thy command, bid them to flow 
And leave my soul by Christ caressed. 
Oh! Anthony, pitiest thou me? 


Come, Anthony, angelic friar, 
Franciscan gem in Heaven’s throne, 
Come, purge my heart with celestial fire 
And make my soul pure as thine own; 
Come! Anthony, leadest thou me? 


Thou miracle of purity, 

Thou host with Jesus as thy guest, 
Thou Wonder-worker, hear my plea, 
Thou ambassador unto all distressed, 
Saint of the world—our Anthony. 


Come, Anthony, come from above, 
Employ thy power, bid anguish cease, 
Whisper to me that God is love; 
Come, fill my soul with Heavenly grace; 
Come, Anthony, bring Christ to me. 


—Bart O'Leary. 








reason to hold St. Anthony in loving 
esteem as he has always been mind- 
ful of us, his younger brothers—as 
we ardently claim—in the Francis- 
can Order. He has been a tower of 
strength in time of trial by his 
gracious advocacy before the 


Throne of Heaven. In the same 
way he has responded to the prayer- 
ful petitions of innumerable Clients, 
rich and poor alike, who have be- 
sought his aid through our Per- 
petual Novena. Every mail coming 
to us at Graymoor carries hundreds 
of letters requesting remembrance 
of petitions in the Novena and hun- 
dreds of other letters express- 
ing heartfelt gratitude for the 
bestowal of favors granted 
through the Holy Will of God. 
Such evidence, coming from 
every part of the country, is a 
source of holy consolation to us 
as it bespeaks the unique place 
which the Graymoor Novena to 
St. Anthony has gained in the 
confidence of our people. 


Many of those who write us 
request publication of their 
thanksgiving as a public ex- 
pression of gratitude, but to ful- 
fill the wish of all such is of 
course beyond our ability as we 
are necessarily circumscribed 
by the limit of space available 
for such purpose in each issue 
of THE Lamp. We do, how- 
ever, try to give publicity to a 
few such letters with the nota- 
tion that they are but synony- 
mous of the many others. 


With this explanation we now 
invite all our Readers and their 
friends to avail themselves of 
the privilege of sending their 
petitions for remembrance in 
St. Anthony’s Perpetual Novena 
here at Graymoor. Petitions 
may be sent at any time ad- 
dressed: Franciscan Friars of 
the Atonement, Graymoor, Gar- 
rison, New York. 


a Bs * * 


The second annual commemo- 
trative Mass for our loved 
Father Founder was offered on 

February 12th, the day which also 
marks the anniversary of the com- 
mittal of his mortal remains to the 
tomb in the Crypt of St. Anthony’s 
Shrine. Very Reverend Father 
General officiated, assisted by 
Fathers James and Aloysius. 





Francis ‘Thom 


IMIDLY, diffidently, a 
[rate emaciated derelict 

crept into the office of 
Mr. Wilfred Meynell, editor of 
Merrie England, a London 
ournal dedicated to literary 
and artistic criticism, and 
pledged to the revival of “the 
enthusiasm of the Christian 
faith.” 

Approaching the desk, the 
forlorn figure presented with 
trembling hand a manuscript, 
Paganism Oldand New. Touched 
by the religious fervor which 
glowed through the half poetic, 
strangely powerful prose, Mr. 
Meynell accepted the essay for 
publication. On that day, April 
18, 1888, fortune first smiled 
upon Francis Thompson; on 
that day, too, there was born 
to these two men a friendship 
which was destined to be to the 
poet a beneficent influence as 
long as life lasted. 


“STRANGE SOLITARY CHILD” 


On the occasion in question, 
Wilfred Meynell knew nothing 
regarding the unfortunate 
course of events which com- 
posed the life of the stranger at the 
desk. Francis Thompson was born 
at Preston, Lancashire, on Decem- 
ber 16, 1859, the second of five 
children. His mother was a convert 
to the Catholic Faith; and his 
father, a kindly physician, was fond 
of offering his services to patients 
too poor to afford a doctor. 

It is doubtful if the boy’s parents 
understood their “strange solitary 
child,” or appreciated in the least 
the genius which burned within 
him. On the contrary, they were 
struck with what was to them his 


By LEO DESMOND 


pson 











of a sketch of 


Reproduction 
Thompson, the Catholic Poet 


pen 
Francis 
and Mystic whose great poem, 
Hound of Heaven” written in 1891 
is a Catholic classic. We are indebted 
to “The Irish Catholic,” (Dublin) for 
this interesting account of Thompson 


by Mr. 


“The 


Leo Desmond. 


years later, a laudanum addict, 
he failed repeatedly in the 
medical examinations. At 
length he ran away to London, 
where, sick in body and spirit, 
he was forced to eke out the 
barest wherewithal of life 
through selling matches, black- 
ing shoes, or hailing cabs. It 
is from this abject condition 
that Providence snatched Fran- 


cis Thompson, to set him, 
armed with his first prose work, 
before the genial editor of 


Merrie England. 


FRIENDS AND PATRONS 


With the publication of 
Paganism Old and New, 
Thompson definitely found 


himself afloat on the literary 
seas of Victorian England. For 
this new beginning, he owed 
much to the graciousness of 
Wilfred Meynell — kindly ap- 
preciation, comfort, encourage- 
ment, without which the writer 
could never have hoped to 
achieve any measure of literary 
success. In Alice Meynell, her- 








extraordinary indolence. At 
Ushaw College, whither Thompson 
was sent at eleven, his delicately 
sensitive nature, his dreaminess, 
and his “hopeless unpracticality” 
soon became evident. As a result, 
his instructors gently advised that 
the boy give up his ambition to 
enter the priesthood. This disillu- 
sionment, this destruction of his 
fondest hope, Francis Thompson 
never outgrew. 

Heart-broken, he apathetically 
agreed to study medicine at Owens 
College, Manchester. In 1883, six 


self a poet, he found a patron 

and an inspiration. To her, he 
later addressed his amazing poem, 
Love in Dian’s Lap. The exquisite 
The Making of Viola he wrote to 
celebrate the birth of the third 
daughter of Wilfred and Alice Mey- 
nell. Under the affectionate care 
of these loyal souls Thompson re- 
gained a degree of composure and 
health. His previous experiences, 


however, left him shy, hesitant, 
vacillating; and he never overcame 
his inherent indolence and lack of 
punctuality. 

Thompson’s Ode to the Setting 
Sun received publication at about 


' 
t 
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the same time that his first essay 
appeared in Merrie England. At 
this time, too, his Sister Songs be- 
gan to claim the poet’s attention. 
Shortly after, the Dublin Revieu 
rejected his Shelley, that masterly 
essay, which on its publication 
twenty years later was acclaimed 
“the most important contribution 
made to English Literature for 
twenty years.” The Hound of 
Heaven, Thompson’s masterpiece, 
was completed in 1891. In 1893 
appeared his first volume of poems, 
which won the admiration of 
Browning. A book review written 
by the poet in which he had given 
expression to bitter reminiscences 
caught the eye of Cardinal Mann- 
ing, at whose passing in 1892, 
Thompson wrote his To the Dead 
Cardinal at Westminster. 


LAST YEARS AND DEATH 


In this same year the poet jour- 
neyed to the Franciscan Monastery 
at Pantasaph in Wales. Later he 
moved to a cottage nearby. Here 
he delved into the cloistered peace 
and meditation for which his spirit- 
ual nature always yearned. Enjoy- 
ing the amiable hospitality of the 
pious and learned monks, kindred 
souls, the poet came to be remem- 
bered for his merry laughter and 
his lightness of heart. 


Thompson continued to write for 
a few years more or less regu- 
larly—largely literary criticism for 
one or another periodical. Yet his 
best work had already been written. 
Thompson’s health, never robust, 
gave way bit by bit. Preyed upon 
by despondency, he grew visibly 
weaker. The kindly Franciscans 
longed to have him return to them 
for rest and recuperation. On 
November 13, 1907, Francis Thomp- 
son answered the call of the Mas- 
ter: “Rise, clasp my hand, and 
come!” 


THOMPSON’S PROSE 


Although he is best remembered 
as a poet, and deservingly so, 
Thompson began and ended with 
prose. Because they suffer when 
placed side by side with his 


OMNES UNUM SINT 





Unfailing Love 


One power alone can hold a face 
Through watchful hours above 
A baby’s bed, with patient grace 
And care—and that is Love. 


One power alone could hold a 
Man 

Upon Golgotha’s way. 

On Love alone could rest the plan 


For a Redemption Day. 


Mary of Nazareth, we owe 
Unmeasured debt to you. 
From your heart and its radiant 
glon 
Both of these great loves grew. 
—Clarence Edwin Flynn. 











poetry whose superlative quality is 
undoubted, it is probably natural 
that his prose works should be 
underestimated. An examination of 
the author’s prose style reveals the 
poet Francis Thompson intrinsically 
was. Its most characteristic element 
is its richness of imagery. The poet’s 
thoughts are concrete and vivid, 
and elaborated, as a result, much 
oftener, more widely and boldly 
than is usual for prose. The fol- 
lowing extract from Shelley pro- 


vides a capital instance of rich 
imagery: 

The Universe is his (Shelley's) 
box of toys. He dabbles his fingers 
in the dayfall. He is gold-dusty 
with tumbling amid the stars. He 
makes bright mischief with the 
moon. The meteors nuzzle their 


noses in his hand. He teases into 
growling the kenneled thunder. He 
runs wild over fields of ether. He 
He gets 
feet of the horses of 


chases the rolling world. 
between the 
the sun. He stands in the lap of 
passionate nature and twines her 
hundred 
how she 


loosened tresses after a 


wilful fashions, to see 


will look nicest in his song 


When he felt able to write verse 
of supreme quality, Francis Thomp- 
son turned to poetry. The volume 
of verse attributable to him is in 
merit amply sufficient to establish 
his claim to immortality. His 
Sister Songs everyone has read. 
Who has not been moved by the 


ole OO rs 
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tenderness of Little Jesus, awed by 
the terrible imagery of The Veteran 
of Heaven, touched by the pathos 
of The House of Sorrows? And 
who, having read The Hound of 
Heaven, that wild cry of the soul, 
has not been haunted ever after- 
ward by its strange, impassioned 
harmonies ? 


THOMPSON THE MYSTIC 


Francis Thompson was a specula- 
tive mystic. Denied the life of 
prayer and meditation for which his 
nature craved he found in poetry a 
realm in which he might partake of 
the spiritual experiences which the 
practice of the priesthood would 
have vouchsafed him. Upon his 
verse he lavished the wealth of his 
fertile imagination, the fervour of 
his rich emotional nature, the 
unerring quality of his vision. And, 
priest that he was at heart, the 
mystical world which sprang from 
his brain he laid prostrate before 
his God. 

Reading Thompson, one is im- 
pressed with his artistic mastery of 
structure, with the power of his 
complex Latinisms, with the charm 
of the language borrowed from 
another day. There is the wealth 
of allusion, classical and Biblical, 
the one beside the other. Finally 
one is struck with the surging flow 
of passionate melody, unhampered 
by a strictly conceived form. The 
significant qualities last mentioned 
are present in a striking manner in 
Thompson’s masterpiece, The 
Hound of Heaven, which Patmore 
hailed as “‘one of the very few great 
odes in the English language.” This 
sublime lyric merits classification 
with Wordsworth’s great Ode on 
Intimations of Immortality, ac- 
claimed the most perfect specimen 
of poetic expression since Milton. 


The theme of The Hound of 
Heaven is found in Devid's piteous 
cry to Jehovah: ‘Whither shall I 
go from thy spirit or whither shall 
I flee frora thy presence?’’ The 
unhapniness of man, says Thomp- 
son in kis’ sublime work lies ia his 
foolish effort to escape from God, 
whose love, infinite, inescapable, 
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becomes allegorically the mighty, 
fleet-footed hound of the mystic 
poem. But Wordsworth’s Deity 
was scarcely to be distinguished 
from nature itself. It was not a 
Creator, supernatural and _ tran- 
scending the creation, but one who 
could be identified with the crea- 
tion of whom he sang. For Thomp- 
son, on the other hand, God was 
One Who was infinitely superior to 
all that He had made. The God of 
Whom nature reminded him was the 
God Who is worshipped on the 
altar of the Church and never to be 
dissociated from that Church. We 
must remember that fact when we 
read such lines as those in which he 
declared that he had seen “Christ 
walking on the water, not of Genes- 
areth, but Thames!” 


To appreciate the beautiful poem, 
The Kingdom of God, from which 
the lines above were taken, we 
should remember that the poet who 
wrote them had known the loneli- 
ness and misery of London streets. 
Extreme poverty had driven him to 
the necessity of selling matches and 
papers in the vicinity of Charing 
Cross and of sleeping on embank- 
ments by the side of the Thames. 
Even these experiences had not 
blotted out the vision of "God. Over 
against the Babylonish magnifi- 
cence of the great Metropolis he was 
able to see a purer vision. Out- 
shining the lights of London, he be- 
held those inextinguishable lights 
of the altar of which he had else- 
where sung. It was not only the 
country that was reminiscent of God 
but the town also. 

Unlike Wordsworth’s God, his 
God was independent of wooded 
hills and sunset glories. The serene 
poetry of Wordsworth could have 
been written only by a man free to 
wander at ease amid the beauties 
of nature. Such experiences as fell 
to the. lot. of. Francis Thompson 
would have obscured Wordsworth’s 
vision. and rendered it dumb. Fran- 
cis Thompson is reported to have 
written: “To be the peet of the re- 
turn to nature is somewhat, but I 
would be the poet of the return to 
God.” 








Invoke Good St. Anthony in 
Your Need Through the 


PERPETUAL NOVENA 


at his 


Graymoor Shrine 





In these days of anxiety and adversity when human resource- 
fulness would seem to have reached its limits, we are sustained 
and comforted by the divine gift of Faith expressed through our 
prayers. It is prayer that lends heaven to earth; the supplications 
sent up to the Throne of God fall back to earth like a soft dew to 
refresh hearts parched by the burning breath of affliction. 


For seven hundred years St. Anthony of Padua has been a 
willing and powerful intercessor in Heaven for every variety of 
human need and his intercession has not been in vain. Since we 
started our Perpetual Novena in his honor here at Graymoor thirty 
years ago, we have been given constant proof of the efficacy of 
the Saint’s influence by the many letters of gratitude from clients 
who approached him in .humility and fervent faith, mindful 
always, that whatever the favor sought, it should be granted only 
if in accordance with the Holy Will of God. 


We will be glad to receive petitions for remembrance in the 
Perpetual Novena to St. Anthony at Graymoor. A new Nove 
begins every Tuesday. Address: Franciscan Friars of 
Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, New York. 





Below we append a few of the many letters expressing grati- 
tude for Divine favors received through the intercession of the 
good Saint of Padua: 


M. L., Mount Vernon, N. Y.: My son injured his eve so badly 


the doctors advised me that it would have to be removed. I was at the 
depth of my despair when a kind friend told me of the way so many 
people were being helped by St. Anthony through the help of th 
Novena at Graymoor. Immediately I wrote to you to have a Novena 
said to St. Anthony in behalf of my son. I know that St. Anthony heard 
your prayers for soon I received the wonderful news that my son di 


not have to lose his eye. Both my son and I want to show our ever 
ing gratitude to St. Anthony by enrolling in St. Anthony’s Legion 


K. P., Rome, N. Y.: Enclosed is a thanksgiving for a favor grant 
I previously asked that you pray that I would sell some property 
am happy to say that it was sold. 


Mrs. B., Baltimore, Md.: I am enclosing an offering for Siint 
Anthony’s Bread Fund in thanksgiving for a favor received. 

F. K., Wrentham, Mass.: I had prayed that I might obtain enough 
money to pay a heavy debt imposed upon us by the hurricane of 1938. 
There seemed no prospect whatever of getting this debt paid except 
over a period of many years. Quite suddenly came a chance to sel! the 





loam or soil from a field which to us had seemed almost worthless. We 
received one-third of the amount needed and this greatly reduced the 
debt. I am enclosing an offering in thanksgiving. 
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The lewish A\posto ate 


Y task is to speak about the 
M “Jewish Apostolate,” some- 

thing that I regret to say is 
non-existent. No people were more 
dear to the heart of Our Lord and 
Saviour than the Jews; and no 
people are more neglected in the 
apostolic work of our Church than 
the Jews.. Does not the commis- 
sion to teach all nations whatsoever 
Our Lord commanded to be taught 
include the children of Israel? Are 
not Jews some of the sheep outside 
the Fold of the Good Shepherd that 
Our Lord wants in His Sheepfold? 
Then why have we not a nation- 
wide apostolate for the conversion 
of the Jews? Is it because it is 
hard to bring Jews to the acceptance 
of Jesus as their Messiah? If so, 
then is there a weakness of faith 
among us that needs strengthening, 
for work on our part, backed by 
prayer, can bring thousands of the 
Jews of our day to Christ, as many 
thousands of them were brought to 
Him in the days of Pope Gregory 
XIII, when the order went out from 
Rome for weekly sermons to be de- 
livered to Jews. 

Is the failure to inaugurate a 
nationwide apostolate to the Jews 
due to fear that they would not 
make faithful Catholics? If so, 
then is there a lack of realization 
that there still abides in Jewry 
some of the spirit that caused the 
Catholic Church in her infancy to 
be made up almost exclusively of 
converts from the Synagogue. 
Surely the unreliability of many 
Negro converts does not seem to 
have lessened apostolic work among 
our colored brethren. 

There is a failure among Catho- 
lics to realize that Jews are apostles 
by nature, as the Superior of the 
Fathers of Sion noted recently in 


By DAVID GOLDSTEIN 





Editor’s Note: 
cial intentions commended to the 
of all who participate 
every year in the Church Unity 
Octave has been the conversion of 
the Jews. Of pertinent interest 
therefore is the subjoined address 
on The Jewish Apostolate, which 
was made by David Goldstein at 
the National Congress of the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine 
held in Philadelphia in November. 
Mr. Goldstein is himself a convert 
from Judaism and has been doing 


One of the spe- 


prayers 


yeoman work for many years in 
propagating the teachings of our 
Holy Faith—being one of the 
original founders in Boston of 
the organization known as “The 
Campaigners for Christ.” 











the Catholic Herald of London. 
The propaganda spirit in Jews ac- 
count for the royal work they did in 
the first century for Our Lord and 
His Church; that propaganda spirit 
accounts for a larger percentage of 
Jews than Catholics being foremost 
in the economic, civic and sociolo- 
gical movements of our time. 


I firmly believe that an organized 
force of ten thousand converts from 
the Synagogue to the Church would 
put to shame any existing one hun- 
dred thousand organized sons of 
Catholic parents in the work of 
furthering the Catholic cause. 
While the bitter apostolic spirit of 
Saul still exists in the hearts of 
many Jews today, there is no doubt 
that a nationwide apostolic cam- 
paign by the Confraternity of Chris- 
tian Doctrine would be an instru- 
mental means of changing much of 
that bad spirit into the loving, 
energetic apostolic spirit of Saint 
Paul. 


Is the non-existence of an organ- 
ized attempt to win Jews to Christ, 
as we win Negroes for Our Lord, 
due to fear of opposition on the 
part of the rabbis? I hope not, for 
modern rabbis are doctrinally as 
hostile towards the Catholic Church 
and as bitterly hostile towards con- 
verts from Jewry to Catholicity, as 
were their rabbinical forbears 
hostile to Christ in person and to- 
wards those who rallied to Him as 
their Messiah during the first cen- 
tury of the Christian era. If fear 
of arousing rabbinical opposition to 
an apostolate for the conversion of 
the Jews stays the work of bring- 
ing Jews to their Messiah and His 
Church, then should verse 19 of the 
28th chapter of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel be amended to read: ‘Go, 
make disciples of all nations, except 
the Jews.” 


Whatever the cause may be of 
this un-Christlike neglect, the fact 
is that outside the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Sion, a religious order 
located in the Kansas City Diocese, 
that owes its existence to the 
Fathers Ratisbonne, converts from 
the Synagogue to the Church, and 
a few persons in Brooklyn and New 
York City, no special work I know 
of is being done in the United 
States for the conversion of the 
Jews. Surely the time is opportune 
for bringing Jews to search more 
deeply into the Catholic Church, 
and she alone is the fulfillment, the 
realization, of all that was great and 
glorious in Judaism of old; that the 
Catholic Church, and she alone, has 
the divinely instituted means of 
ultimately ending the persecution 
Jews suffer. 


These are trying times for the 
Jews, such as they have not encoun- 
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tered since the soldiers of Titus de- 
stroyed their Temple and dispersed 
those of Israel that they did not 
slaughter. 

These are times when persecu- 
tion is causing quite a number of 
Jews to search more deeply into the 
philosophy of life to discover the 
underlying reason for their afflic- 
tion. 


These are times when the feeling 
of the Jewish laity is more friendly 
towards the Catholic than it has 
been throughout the Christian ages. 
Therefore the time is opportune to 
approach Jews with Catholic truth 
as the outgrowth of the principles 
and practices that were originally 
Jewish. 


These are times when a proper 
expression of Christian charity 
demands not only a defense of the 
natural rights of Jews against the 
assault made upon them by totali- 
tarianism, but also that an organ- 
ized effort be made to bring to an 
end Jewish insistence upon being a 
people apart, by refusal to accept 
Jesus as the Messiah, who came for 
them in fulfillment of the promise 
made by God through the patriarchs 
and prophets of Israel. This is said 
with the conviction that in the con- 
version of the Jews will alone be 
found the solution of what is termed 
“the Jewish problem.” 


Pope Pius XI set the standard of 
action that should guide work 
among Jews, when he met the anti- 
semitic spirit of our time head-on 
with the declaration that ‘We are 
all semites spiritually.” And why 
is that so? Because, as our late 
Pontiff said: ‘We are descendants 
of Abraham; he is our patriarch, 
qur prophet,” because of “the 
promise to Abraham and his de- 
scendants” that “is realized through 
Christ of whose Mystical Body we 
are members.” Through the Son of 
that great Jewish King David, who 
founded the Catholic Church, its 
priesthood and sacrifice, we Catho- 
lics are the inheritors of all that is 
holy in Israel as recorded in the 
Old Testament and confirmed in 
the New Testament. This should be 


m UT 


OMNES UNUM SINT 
made plain to the Catholic laity as 
well as the Jews, so as to fortify 
them for the work of bringing Jews 
into the outstretched arms of their 
Messiah, for the average Catholic 
layman is grossly ignorant of the 
relationship of his Church to the 
Temple. He knows not that all 


David Goldstein 


that is basically Catholic finds its 
source in Judaism of old. 

Jews should be taught, through 
an apostolate for their conversion, 
that Catholics hold their God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to be the 
only true God; that their priest- 
hood of Aaron was God’s priest- 
hood; that their sacrifice was God- 
ordained; that the Temple in Jeru- 
salem, with its Holy of Holies, was 
the central place for sacrifice com- 
manded by God through Moses for 
the children of Israel; that the hope 
of their fathers in Israel rightly 
centered in the coming of the 
Messiah from the house of King 
David. 


In such an educational campaign 
Jews could be charitably encour- 


“dl 





aged to ponder the question why 
they have only rabbis today, that is | 
teachers, but not priests, that is sons | 
of Aaron dedicated for the altar? 
Why they have only synagogues 
today, that is places of assembly 
for prayer, and no longer the 
Temple containing the Holy of 
Holies? Is the absence for nearly 
twenty centuries of these require- 
ments of the Mosaic, recorded wor- 
ship in Israel, its priesthood, sacri- 
fice and Temple—a mere accident? 
Or is it rather providential, as we 
Catholics believe ? 

The Jews of our time do not 
know the Catholic answers to these 
queries. They know not that the 
divine commission rightly claimed 
by the great in Israel has been ful- 
filled; that the predicted Messiah 
came in the time, place and manner 
that their Old Testament said He 
would come, and that Jesus is His 
Name. The Orthodox among them 





know not how futile is the expecta- | 


tion of a Messiah to come, when 
there is no house of David in which 
a future Son of David could be 
born. The Reform Jews, who are 
one with the Orthodox in rejecting 
Jesus as the Messiah, are more 
logical, for they have repudiated 
belief in a personal Messiah. Jews 
are unaware that the Aaronic priest- 
hood ceased to function, in fact to 
exist, because a new Messiah- 
instituted priesthood took its place; 
that with the end of their priest- 
hood there came an end to the 
bloody sacrifice, because, as the 
prophet Malachias foretold, a “clean 
oblation,” the Sacrifice of the Mass, 
took its place; that their central 
Temple altar was displaced by 
altars all over the world, because 
the sacrifice foretold was to be 
offered to the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob “from the rising of 
the sun unto the going down 
thereof.” 

An education campaign should 
be carried on through sermons, 
lectures and publications that would 
bring Jews to an understanding of 
the fundamentalism of Judaism, 
that is being vitiated by modernistic 

(Continued on page 58) 
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On the Beam 


* O,” repeated John Peter, 

N his face grim. “My be- 

loved Jeanne is gone— 

Pierre chose to follow the 

sea instead of coming into my office 

with me—he’d have been the owner 

of the largest cement company in 

this locality if he’d followed my 

wishes—you would not wish to de- 
sert me in my loneliness.” 

The silence that followed was 
filled only by the harsh voices of 
the winds on the water. John Peter 
brooded before the spurting flames 
of the huge log. 

“Mother always hoped that I’d 
be found acceptable. She was will- 
ing,” Anne’s gentle voice was dif- 
ferent, her gray eyes fixed on his 
face. 

“Jeanne was wrapped up in her 
church.” 

“But you belong, Father,” she 
reminded him. 

“In a way, but I’m a family man. 
I want my children with me. Isn't 
it bad enough to lose Jeannie .. .?” 
his voice shook—when he used the 
liminutive for his wife’s name he 
was deeply earnest. “While you 
children were in school, I saw little 
of you. Now you are educated and 
can be a comfort and entertainment 
to me and—pouf—Pierre insists 
that he must be a sailor and you— 
don’t coax me any more. Your 
place is right here with me. I'd be 
like a single bean rattling about in 
this great house, alone.” 

The picture of the stately figure 
of wealthy John Peter rattling about 
sent the young girl into peals of 
laughter. Her sunny good-nature 
made her an admirable housemate, 
always a smile lingered on her full, 
pink mouth, and her cloudy black 
hair was smoothly banded above 
her thickly-lashed gray eyes. 
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“You’re too attractive to be shut 
away from the world,” he told her 
slyly, hoping to arouse the vanity 
which he believed lay dormant in 
every woman’s heart. 


She lifted her hand: “Don’t, 
Father. Nothing could be too fine 
for our Lady’s service. You cannot 
guess at the peaceful happiness en- 
closed in the white-walled gardens, 
the beauty of the altar when a 
cluster of snowdrops remind one of 
the legend of Eve and the captured 
snowflake —when the scents of 
Spring mingle with the hundreds of 
tiny candles on May-day—if only I 
could do something to obtain the 
gift of the Golden Rose... .” Her 
low voice drifted off into a musing 
silence as she watched the scarlet 
flames leap in the wind as it tore 
down through the wide mouth of 
the stone chimney. : 

John Peter watching her, knew 
she was dreaming about the symbol 
of the Eternal Rose that had glad- 
dened the heart of the world. On 
the fourth Sunday of Lent the Pope 
blesses a golden rose adorned with 
jewels ... these roses are presented 
by the Pope when he desires to 
honor one of the faithful servants 
of the Church. 

“I lost Jeannie and Pierre — I 
shall hold fast to you,” he said 
strongly, his gray brows meeting 
across the high bridge of his nose. 

Anne started. Her mind had 
been far away. Looking up from 
the stool she touched her father’s 
veined hand. “You made Mother 
very happy,” she suggested, a faint 
twinkle pointing the remark. 

“T give you everything you want. 
Did I not buy you the —” 

“What I want cannot be bought. 
Love must be a gift of the spirit— 


money does not come into that pic- 
ture.” 

He smiled reluctantly. ‘One 
would know you to be an heiress, 
Anne, child. You’ve never known 
the pinch of poverty—the thrust of 
hunger and cold. Money may be 
very gross but the need of it is 
cruel. Go to bed and forget your 
foolish dreams. Youth is the time 
for dancing—for playing.” 

Long after she had obeyed he sat 
with the curtains drawn apart, star- 
ing resentfully at the tossing waves 
of the sea. When the shaft from the 
lighthouse pricked the dark sky it 
reminded him of the beam in Chi- 
cago called the Lindbergh Beacon 
that streamed out from the Palm 
Olive building high up in the sky. 
“T guess we all need to travel on 
some beam whether it is actually 
visible or not,” he muttered — 
Jeanne had told him of the planes 
that travelled on beams—of the 
marvels of radio that could call a 
ship of the sky back when it lost its 
beam. . . . he sat brooding far into 
the night. 

At last he got up stiffly and went 
to one of the book shelves that 
lined his study. He must find 
something to calm him, else he'd 
toss until dawn... . 

He was pulling out a _ secular 
magazine noted for its clever and 
not always too subtle jokes when 
he knocked down a booklet that 
Jeanne had subscribed for and 
which he did not know was still 
being received. 

It was evident that Anne read it 
over and over for the leaves had 
the used appearance peculiar to 
well-loved pages. 

He glanced at it bleakly, his 
heart aching for the wife who had 
made life a happy place. A name 
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It seemed to John Peter that his wife’s hand lay on his shoulder when he dropped to his knees. 


caught his eye—Anne Peter—it 
was an Intention—the considerable 
gift of money that had accompanied 
the request had been sent by Pierre 
Peter .... permission to become a 
nun was what was being prayed 
for .... over and over he read the 
touching sentences — simply ex- 
pressed but with the undernote of 
sincere simplicity .... that Anne 
might have sent her request in to 
the magazine would not have sur- 
prised him so much but that Pierre, 
the gay, laughter-loving second 
mate of the ship should have sent 
his pay from the port where the 
other sailors swarmed out for revels 
amazed him. Pierre adored his 
little sister, yet he wanted her to 
win her father’s permission to enter 
the life she desired—he was will- 


ing to spare her—the sum Pierre 
had sent amazed John Peter. 

“Tt must be more than a girlish 
fancy; more than a desire fed upon 
beautiful flowers and wax candles; 
it is a part of her being....” It 
seemed to John Peter that his wife’s 
hand lay on his shoulder when he 
dropped to his knees before the 
sea-window and prayed for guid- 
ance—a rare prayer for the self- 
willed man. 

He rang the bell at dawn. He 
had not slept through the night: 
“Ask Miss Anne to come to me, 
Porter,” he said when the house- 
man appeared, struggling into his 
coat; his face surprised at the early 
summons. “Have Marie call her.” 

“Father, you do not feel ill,” 
Anne’s small face was rosy with 


sleep, her eyes almost dark be- 
tween the sooty lashes. 

“I’ve come to my senses, Anne. 
I’ve lived my own life—you’ve a 
right to yours. 

“You may go to the convent and 
ask the Mother-Superior to help 
you in making application for en- 
trance as a novice. With my full 
permission,” he added cordially. 

“Father. What a grand person 
you are... .” 

After breakfast, eaten in a com- 
radeship that had not before ex- 
isted between them, John Peter 
went down to the beach. 

Anne had seen the magazine on 
her father’s chair. She opened it 


and read her brother’s name there 
through a mist of grateful tears. 
Because Pierre had realized fully 
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and respected her desire for ser- 
vice John Peter had consented... . 
Anne wanted to have her brother 
know of her happiness. She re- 
membered seeing an advertisement 
concerning the almost incredible 
lowness of telephone rates to dis- 
tant places. ... she found it. Pierre 
as she found by comparing the list 
of his ports-of-call, would be in 
Buenos Aires—the rate from New 
York City to that point was only 
fifteen dollars for three minutes. 
She had plenty of money for her 
father made her a generous allow- 
ance .... the rate to Canada should 
not be much more for long distance. 


The connection was made with 
ease. A short time later Pierre 
was answering from Argentina. 


“Good work, Anne. Say, I’ve 
leave coming to me and I believe 
I'll fly home. We’ll want some 
kind of celebration for you — all 
our old friends about us—there’s a 
plane leaving tonight and if I can 
get permission, I’ll be on it—hur- 
tying towards my family.” 


Anne went about the prepara- 
tions for the celebration with a 
heart that was filled with gratitude. 
John Peter entered into the spirit 
of the occasion and the great house 
was once more ablaze with the 
spirit of hospitality. 


Pierre arrived in ample time for 
the gathering. “My captain hesi- 
tated a bit but you know he knew 
Mother and finally he admitted that 
I'd wish to be with you all and con- 
sented. He sent you a pink pearl, 
Anne, for you to give to your dear- 
est girl-friend.” 

When the guests had gone Pierre 
smiled over at his father, who stood 
in his favorite position before the 
wide sea-window. “Nice to be to- 
gether again, Dad,” he said with 
appreciative glances at the cosy 
room where the books marched in 
mellow rows to the ceiling and the 
log in the fireplace sent out the 
green-blue flames from the salt 
water dried in its heart. 

Anne stood before the radio, 
pushing the various buttons. “I 
sometimes get a flash concerning 
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MONTHLY NOVENA 


at the Shrine of 


Our Lady of the 


Atonement 


St. Francis Convent, Graymoor 





This Novena begins on the First Saturday of each month. 
It is also known as .the “Novena of Last Resort,” for countless 
numbers, appealing as it were with a last forelorn hope, have had 
their petitions granted through this Novena to Our Lady. 


Petitions for remembrance should be addressed: Franciscan 
Sisters of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


From among the many letters recently received expressing 
gratitude by grateful Clients of Our Lady of the Atonement, we 
append the following: 

A. K., Hartford, Conn.: | 


prayers and to let you know that my request has been granted. At 


am writing to thank you all tor you 


offering is enclosed in thanksgiving 
Mrs. L. S., Philadelphia, Pa.: 
thanksgiving to Our Lady of the 


Enclosed is an offering for you i 
Atonement We 
to have it for a long time 


have now move: 


into our new home and hop You see W 


lost our last home and had so much trouble. Thank you for your prayers 
to thank you for 


My dear ones have taken 


Anonymous, New York, N. Y.: | want 
prayers to our dear Lady of the Atonement 


Please 


your 


a greater interest in their religion. continue to pray for my 


intentions. 
A. A., Hollywood, Calif.: | 


for favors received through Our Lady’s 


am enclosing a check in thanksgiving 
Two material 


Thank 


intercession 
favors and one very great spiritual favor have been answered 
you for your prayers. 

Enclosed find offering which I promised 
My health had 
been quite poor for a long time and it seemed that I would never enjoy 


I have 


D. C., Framingham, Mass.: 
if Our Lady would intercede for me to her Divine Son 
good health. Now it seems like a miracle has been performed. 
regained my appetite and my whole appearance has improved 

M. F., Bronx, N. Y.: 


help in passing a difficult promotion in a very 


Two years ago I appealed to Our Lady tor 
high grade in my de- 
partment. A high place on the list was important as the vacancies only 
occur as a result of retirement or death. I promised to send a donation 
each week if I made the grade. When the postman delivered the notice 
I was afraid to open the envelope. But, Our Lady brought me out first 


and I got the appointment that was open at that time. 


O. C., Vincennes, Ind.: This is the fourth month I made this 
Novena and I wish to make public thanks for steady employment. Also, 
for my son whose conduct is much improved. Please publish this 


thanksgiving. 
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your ship, Pierre. The Mary-Lou 
is a name easily heard... .” 


The swift voice of the commen- 
tator interrupted. ‘The ship, Mary 
Lou, has been lost after a gallant 
fight against the overpowering odds 
of fire and storm... .” 


The details of the precise posi- 
tion went unheard, for John Peter 
was staring at his children, his face 
twisted with emotion. 


“If you had not telephoned me 
long distance, I’d have been on the 
Mary Lou,” gasped Pierre... . 
“I—” he crossed the room to put 
his hand across his father’s droop- 
ing head. “It’s almost a miracle, 
Dad. If Anne had not loved me so 
much that she could not wait to 
share her good news with me I—”’ 
he broke off, his eyes on the small 
face of his little sister. 


Almost it seemed that Jeanne’s 
presence had returned to the long 
study where she had spent so many 
hours with her family. Anne, star- 
ing at the empty arm chair oppo- 
site John’s before the hearth, 
dreamed, momentarily, that she saw 
the outline of the gentle, brown 
head—that the smile that had al- 
ways met them lingered on the fire- 
lit air. “We must give our thanks,” 
she whispered at last. “Our grati- 
tude that Pierre is spared to us— 
give our prayers for those who 
were lost at sea,” she added rev- 
erently. 


Perhaps Pierre had never real- 
ized the intensity of his father’s 
love for his only son. He had 
known that he was the favorite but 
the stark, almost terrible expression 
of gratitude on the strong features 
brought a lump to his throat. It 
was hardly right to receive such 
love. ... 


“Yes,” agreed John Peter. “Our 
thanks are due to the One Who has 
spared you, Pierre.” 

Later, Pierre broke the long 
silence that had kept the room still 
save for the ever-rising voice of the 
sea: “You are going to miss Anne.” 

John Peter nodded. 


“T’'ve decided, Dad, that if you 


still think you’d like to have me in 
the office I’ll join you. If I’d been 
on my ship I’d be drowned. I think 
we can make a pretty good thing 
of our lives, together,’’ he added 
gently, as his sister flung herself 
into his arms. 

John Peter became very white. It 
seemed to Anne that he, too, stared 
at that empty arm chair, almost as 
though he felt that Jeanne was re- 
joicing with him. “Thank you, 
son.” After a moment he added: 

“Anne, I’m going to double the 
gift I planned to have you take with 
you into the convent. It will be 
from Jeanne.” 





THE JEWISH APOSTOLATE 
(Continued from page 54) 


Judaism, and the denial of Judaism 
in its entirety. It would aim to 
bring Jews to a realization that con- 
version from the Synagogue to the 
Church is based upon love and not 
denial of the faith of their fathers; 
that the faith of their fathers of old 
in Israel finds its full-blossoming in 
Jesus as the Messiah; in the 
Church, priesthood and_ sacrifice 
their Messiah brought into exist- 
ence. Jews could thus be rallied to 
an understanding that all that is 
great and glorious in Christianity 
finds its raison d’etre in Judaism; 
that love of Judaism is the basis of 
love of Christianity, as conversion 
from the Synagogue to the Church 
means passing from the caterpillar 
to the butterfly stage of Judaism. 

Our dear Lord must be weeping 
today, as He wept over Jerusalem 
1900 years ago, on account of being 
rejected by His kith and kin. I am 
confident that the proposal I have 
outlined will wipe away some of 
those tears. 








Donations of collections and 
accumulations of uncancelled and 
cancelled stamps will be very wel- 
‘ome. Address: 

STAMP BUREAU 

Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 








INEXPENSIVE | 


RELIGIOUS 
ARTICLES 


My Little Crucifix, No. 261 
My Guardian, case, No. 264 
My Devotional Kit, with 
small book and _ medal, 
No. 710 
My Best 
case 
Our Lady—St. Christopher 
Ath. Med-chain, No. 7152 
St. Christopher—St. Raphael 
Medal in case 
St. Anthony Statuette in 
leather case 


Friend, Rosary in 


Combination Scapular - Mir- 
aculous Ath. Med., No. 
6635 

Heavy Rhodium Ath. Mirac- 
Scap., med-chain, No. 
6171 

Sterling Silver Athlete Mir. 
med-chain, No. 6601 

Sunday Missals 

Lustral Athlete Miraculous 
medal and chain, No. 727 

Lustral Scapular medal and 
chain, No. 728 

Round St. Christopher Auto 
pins, No. 7168 

Triple Auto pins, No. 6816 

St. Christopher Auto pins 
No. 5416 

Oxidized winged type Auto 
pins, No. 1112 

Enameled St. Christopher 
Auto pins, No. 1122 

4 in 1 Athlete Medal and 
chain, No. 7177 

Small Black Rosary, No. 101 

Med. Black Rosary, No. 103 


Black Coco Rosaries $1.00 & $2 


Sacred Heart Badges 
Triple Medals 


$. 


60 


.00 


75 


75 
75 


35 
50 


60 
40 
-60 
00 
10 
-25 


Miraculous, St. Anthony, Scapular, 


St. Christopher, Infant of 
Prague, Little Flower medals 
-10 each 


Large Oval Miraculous Med 


-20 


Address Orders with remittance to: 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE 


ATONEMENT 
Graymoor, 
Garrison, N. Y. 
Dept. R. A. 
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HE noise and roar of 
the great American 
metropolis broke in 


vain against the walls of the 
vast Cathedral. Within, all 
was calm, hushed expect- 
ancy. Then the ebb and flow 
of the poignant Gregorian 
melody rose and fell in 
haunting cadence through 
the arches. “Lumen ad 
revelationem gentium ... ” 
The warm glow of the 
candles gleamed brightly as 
the procession filed out of 
the sanctuary and down the 


aisles. “ .. . et gloriam 
plebis tuae Israel.’ The 
great Cathedral seemed to 


have caught and imprisoned 
within its gray stone walls a 
reflection of the celestial 
glory. And hearts rose high 
on the wings of the melody 
in wordless yearning for the 
Eternal Light of light—then 
sank back in peaceful, quiet 
joy, enveloped in the light of 
His grace. 


The indescribable medley 
of sounds characteristic of a 
Chinese compound broke 
harshly upon Sister Rosalia’s 
ear as she opened the little 
convent door. But piercingly 
high and shrill above the 
clamor rose a wail of distress, seem- 
ing to emanate from a bundle of 
rags at her feet. With an exclama- 
tion of compassion she picked up 
the filthy burden, and the wails 
swelled into shrieks of mingled fear 
and pain. Ejaculations to her favor- 
ite Saints mingled with soft, sooth- 
ing murmurs as Sister Rosalia deftly 
unwrapped the rags that swathed 


The Light of Revelation 


By SISTER M. INNOCENTIA, S.A. 





The Holy Child 


the little form. But when she un- 
covered the face—an involuntary 
shudder shook her—for the little 


countenance was literally covered 
with the ravages of that sickness so 
dreaded in the Orient—Smallpox! 
True, many of the pustules were 
partially healed, showing that the 
virulence of the disease had spent 
itself. But the unwashed mass of 


blood 
face a 


semi-dried pus and 
made the poor little 
sight revolting in the ex- 
treme. Indeed, even now 
those tiny hands were strug- 
gling to free themselves from 
Sister's gentle grasp, so that 


those grubby, dirty little 
finger nails might scratch 
and scratch and scratch at 


the maddening itch, and the 
shrieks rose in ear-splitting, 
heart-wrenching crescendo. 


Far away in the great 
city’s stately Cathedral little 
boys, their white surplices 
gleaming, moved with youth- 
ful solemnity in the magnifi- 
cent Candlemas procession, 
candle-light gleaming softly 
upon rosy cheeks and ruddy 
lips, the while the voices of 
two cantors chanted softly, 
“Nunc dimittis servum tuum, 
Domine ...,’ and the mighty 
chorus responded, “Lumen 
ad revelationem gentium, et 
gloriam plebis tuae Israel.” 


“And, Doctor,” Sister Ro- 
salia’s voice was almost a 
sob, “there’s not a drop of 
serum left! We gave the 
last of it to one of the 
Seminarians yesterday!” 

Dr. Larry, carefully examining 
the tiny patient in the dispensary, 
raised his head. “Don’t worry, Sis- 
ter. I don’t think this is a case for 
serum injection. It’s a miracle that 
the child is still alive, though. The 
disease has practically run its 
course, and all that is needed nou 
is to cleanse and heal those sores, 
and rebuild the wasted strength!” 
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“Thank God!” murmured Sister 
Rosalia, as she carried the baby off 
to set about the task of cleansing 
the grimy little body. 

It was quite some time before she 
returned, for hers was no easy task. 
But when she finally carried the wee 
foundling back to the dispensary, 


Dr. Larry’s surprise knew no 
bounds. 
“Why, Sister! You've  trans- 


formed her!” he exclaimed. “You'd 
never know she was the same 
child!” 

And to tell the truth, it was a 
transformation. The little waif, 
bathed and fed and clothed in soft 
white flannel, lay peacefully sleep- 
ing in Sister’s arms, secure in such 
comfort as she had never known in 
all the days of her little life. 

But Sister Rosalia’s face was 
grave. “Yes, Doctor, if those 
blotches heal without leaving scars, 
which I very much doubt, she will 
be a really beautiful child. But, 
Doctor, do you know ...1 think... 
I think she’s blind >” 

Doctor Larry nodded. “Yes,” he 
said, “I thought as much. Of course 
on first examination I couldn’t be 
sure—and the eyelashes and eye- 
lids were so terribly matted—but it 
often happens that blindness ensues 
when these cases are not cared for 
promptly! When she wakens we'll 
try a few simple tests—but I really 
haven’t much hope. I’m practically 
sure she’s blind!” 


*” * * * 


And in distant America, the 
flickering candles touched new 
gleams in eyes that were already 
wonder-lit with the magnificence of 
the Liturgy, and in a glow of glory 
that was a delight to see, the pro- 
cession moved in all its splendor, 
casting its radiance down the long 
aisles of the majestic Cathedral. 
The clear soprano voices intoned, 
“Quia viderunt oculi mei...” and 
again came the exultant response, 
“Lumen ad revelationem gentium.” 

* * * * 

“Yes, Father,’ said Sister 
Rosalia, “she’s really blind. Dr. 
Larry tried everything—but—it was 
too late.” 


“Ah, well, Sister!” and the Father 
gave a little sigh, “She will never 
see the light of day, it is true—but 
today, in holy Baptism she has 
been given a far greater Light, has 


she not?” 


.*t & * 


Far away the vested choir was 
singing the jubilant refrain, “Lumen 
ad revelationem gentium, et gloriam 
plebis tuae Israel.” 


* * 


“But,” and the good Father's 
forehead wrinkled in anxious 
thought, “how will you be able to 
keep her? Your little orphanage 
has already more mouths than it can 
well feed, hasn't it?” 

“Yes, Father, we have,” replied 
Sister Rosalia, “but, you see, we 
are making a Novena to our Little 
Provider” — and she nodded smil- 
ing at a small picture of the Holy 
Child. “You know, we sometimes 
receive an alms from the Pontifical 
Association of the Holy Childhood 
for the ransom and support of 
pagan babies ... and our need was 
never greater than now! I am sure 
He will not fail us!” 


* * * *” 


And the walls of the vast Ca- 
thedral thrilled as the cantors’ 
voices rose high and clear, “Quod 
parasti ante faciem omnium popu- 
lorum.” 

Omnium populorum! Ah _ yes! 
He has prepared the Light to shine 
before the face of all peoples... 
and shall we be content with merely 
singing the praises of the Light on 
Candlemas Day—enjoying to the 
full the beautiful liturgy with its 
solemn significant procession—re- 
joicing in the glow of the blessed 
candles as they shed their light over 
us...or... shall we, grateful from 
the depths of our hearts for these 
treasures which are ours—shall we 
do something to spread this Light 
to those who are still in darkness 
and in the shadow of death? 


Epitor’s Note: 
the above 


After reading 
our Readers, 


we feel 


os 


sure, will be moved as with the 
“Light of Revelation” to hearken to 
the wails of the poor little babes, 
sick and abandoned by the hun. 
dreds in pagan lands. It becomes 
a duty of charity, in the holy merits 
of which the Catholic laity may 
easily share by a little self-sacrifice 
of material things to provide a 
donation to help the work of the 
Holy Childhood Association, 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall see God.” This is the promise 
of Our Lord. 


Below we give the list of the 
latest contributors to the Ransom 
Fund for pagan children: 


G. A., Ind., $5; Mrs. G. IL, Can., $5 
Mrs. J. R., Me.. $5; Mrs. H. P., N. Y. 
$5; Mr. and Mrs. J. S., Cal., $10; J. R, 
Ill., $15; G. C., Il, $2; Mrs. D. J., Ill, 
$3; Mrs. A. P.. N. Y¥. 9: MN. DA, 
N. Y¥., $35;.E. M., Mich. $5; E. RB, 
Mass., $5. Anon., $10; L. M., Mass., $5; 
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fich., $5; M. H., N. J., $5; A. M, 
li, $10; M. H.. N. J., $5; D. R.. Oh 
K. K., N. Y., $5; E. H., Mass., $5; 
M. A., Ohio, $5; Mr. and Mrs. A. S., 
Kan., $10; M. M., N. J., $5; Mrs. G. B,, 


N. Y., $1; I. W., Mich., $15; Mrs. J. S,, 
Wash., D. C., $50; C. M., Pa., $5; 
Anon., $5; M. C., N. Y., $5; Mrs. J. M, 
Mich., $5; W. J. E., Fla., $10; Anon, 
$10; M. B., Mass., $5; E. T., N. Y., $5; 
G. T., Minn., $5; E. M., Mass., $5; 
Mrs. A.°C., N. J., $5; W. D., Mass., $5; 
I. E., Ohio, $5; I. C., Mass., $5; C. G, 
Cal., $5; Sr. A., Cal, $5; M. M., Hil, 
$5.40; E. D. N. Y., $10; K. MacL, 
$10; L. M., N. Y., $5; Mrs. J. M,, 
5..D, RB. 1, BS; SD, Bk 
. and Mrs. F., Pa., $1; M. McL,, 
; Mrs. J. K., Ohio, $5; M. M, 
: J. M., Mass., $5; A. S., N. ¥, 
cE. M., Pa, $5; F. A. BY 
N.Y Ss 3. 5. C, See 
: 2. a. $5; M. R., Wis., $5; 
McG., N. J., $5; A. , Ohio, $5; 
: M. T., Va. 93; 
Mrs. P. J., N. Y., $5; Mr. and Mrs. 
5; I. M., Ill, $5; Mrs. 

S; M. K., N. Y., $15; & 
: G. Ax End. $15; J. Ba 
Conn., $5; J. B., Cal., $10; Mrs. J. C, 
N. Y., $5; Mrs. W. W., Wash., $5; 
V. V., Cal, $5; Mrs. C. M., N. Y¥., 9; 
A. S., Ohio, $50; M. M., N. Y., $5; 
J. B., N. ¥., $5; M. M., Ohio, $5; L. M,, 
N. Y., $5; G. G., N. Y., $5; Anon., $10; 
R. G., Ind., $5; G. A., Ind, $3; C. L. 
La., $5; H. C., Pa., $5; S. M., N. Y., $5. 
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An krish Link ‘With Russia 


HE beautiful city of Kiev, 
7 reputed to have the oldest 
cathedral, the oldest mon- 
astery and the oldest library in 
Russia, was founded about 870. 
Two centuries later, one of Ireland’s 
tireless evangelists operating from 
Ratisbon made contact with the 
place: thenceforward it pioneered 
Christian civilization in Russia. 
Three great waves of Irish mis- 
sionaries may be said to have over- 
flowed Europe: the first in our 
Golden Age from the sixth century 
until the blighting incursions of the 
Norsemen; the second in the elev- 
enth and twelfth centuries, its influ- 
ence felt mainly in Germany until 
checked at the source by the Anglo- 
Norman invasion; the third 
which sent its tentacles from 
Lisbon to Prague in the 
Penal days, with Louvain 
and Rome as key-points. 
Fearghail, better known 
as Virgilius the Astronomer, 
was perhaps the first of our 
missionaries to wield wide- 
spread influence in Eastern 
Europe. He had been abbot 
in the middle of the eighth 
century. Thence Pepin sent 
him with strong recommen- 
dations to Otilo, prince of 


Bavaria. Soon he came into 
conflict with the English 
Boniface, Archbishop of 


Mayence, who vainly com- 
plained to Rome about 
Fearghail’s form of baptism 
and his theory about the 
sphericity of the earth. 
Within a decade Fearghail 
was known to German 
writers as “the most learned 
amongst the learned,” and 
was appointed Bishop of 
Salzburg. Towards the end 


By J. J. O KELLY 





Editor’s Note: 
glimpse of ancient Catholic history 
in Russia as recorded by Mr. J. J. 
O'Kelly in The Irish Catholic 
(Dublin). 


We are given a 











of his life he made a tour of his 
extensive diocese, “to the confines 
of the Huns where the Drave joins 
the Danube,” reforming abuses, 
eradicating heresy, administering 
Confirmation, ordaining priests, and 
consecrating churches. To this day 
early Christian cells can be seen 
excavated in the sheer perpendicu- 
lar rock-face of the high cliff bor- 





oe 


on 


An Ikon of Our Lady, still venerated in Russia 


despite Soviet persecution of Religion. 


dering the city, not far from 
Mozart’s open-air theatre. 

A fortress on the crest of the 
cliff commands a distant view of 
Berstchgaden. Beside it are me- 
morials of Virgilius and two other 
martyred prelates, as Killian and 
his two Irish fellow-martyrs are 
commemorated at Wurzburg. 

Colman, later associated with 
Salzburg, was martyred by the 
Moravians, when returning from the 
Holy Land, and is commemorated 
at Melck. All over Bavaria, Aus- 
tria, even Hungary, he is invoked 
with his fellow-countryman, Frido- 
lin the Traveller, for temporal 
favors. 

In 1067 Marianus Scotus set out 
from his native Ulster on 
pilgrimage. In the monastery 
of St. Michael, Bamberg, 
Bavaria, he and two com- 
panions were received into 
the Order of St. Benedict. 
Reaching Ratisbon, they 
were welcomed in the Con- 
vent of Qbermunster, whose 


Abbesses ranked as prin- 
cesses. Marianus was em- 
ployed by successive ab- 


besses in the transcription 
of books, and with his own 
hand wrote from beginning 
to end the Old and New 
Testaments, with explana- 
tory comments, all the time 
living on slender fare, and 
aided by the brethren who 
prepared the parchment for 
him. A psalter written by 
him for the Abbess Matilda, 
in 1074, is mentioned by the 
author of the “Ansnals of 
Bavaria,” as seen by him in 
Ratisbon, while a beautiful 
copy of the Epistles of Saint 
Paul written by him in less 
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Ruins of an ancient Irish Abbey. 


than eight weeks was preserved in 
the Imperial Library, Vienna. 

In time Marianus obtained from 
Henry IV of Germany a grant of 
the church of St. Peter, near Ratis- 
bon, for himself and his community. 
Here, with his grave open beside 
him, he celebrated daily Mass to 
the end. 

Seven of his immediate succes- 
sors in the Abbacy were natives of 
Ulster. One of his monks, another 
Marianus, was teacher of Nicholas 
Breakspeare, afterwards Adrian IV, 
the only Englishman to reach the 
Papal throne. 

Such was the influx of Irishmen 
to St. Peter’s that it was found 
necessary in 1090 to erect the mon- 
astery of St. James, consecrated in 
the same city of Ratisbon twenty 
years later. Significantly the first 
abbot of St. James’s was Dionysius, 
a native of the South of Ireland. 
This abbot asked Wratislav, King 
of Bohemia, to send an escort with 
an Irish missionary, named Muirch- 
eartach, to Kiev. The King and 
nobles of that country presented 
Muircheartach and his agents with 
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several chariot loads of furs and 
valuable skins, the proceeds of 
which sufficed to build the cloist- 
ers, and roof of the monastery of 
St. James. 

Here we find Ratisbon a key- 
town between Kiev and Cashel. 

“Be it known,” says an old Ba- 
varian chronicle, “that neither be- 
fore nor since was there a more 
noble monastery, such magnificent 
towers, walls, pillars, roofs, so rap- 
idly erected, so perfectly finished, 
as in this monastery because of the 
wealth and money sent by the King 
and princes of Ireland.” Gregory, 
just consecrated Abbot of Saint 
James’s, came to Cashel and ob- 
tained from King Muircheartach 
O’Brien a large sum of money that 
had lain in the hands of the arch- 
bishop for the church at Ratisbon. 
So “the old building was thrown 
down and rebuilt from top to bot- 
tom with square blocks of stone, 
and roofed with lead, the pavement 
of polished stone, almond-shaped.” 

There arose in the twelfth cen- 
tury, more or less inspired by this 
influential institution, writes Zim- 


1% 


Before the Penal days the Monasteries of Ireland sent 
their members all over Europe to spread the light of Catholic Truth. 





mer, ‘‘a long list of Irish monaster- 
ies, including one at Wurzburg 1134, | 
Nuremburg 1140, Constance 1142,| 
Eichstadt 1183, St. George, Vienna, | 
1155, St. Mary’s, Vienna, 1200.” | 


Further, the abbot of St. James, | 
Ratisbon, at the time of its greatest 
prosperity, ‘‘controlled the Irish 
monasteries of Oels, in Silesia, Er- 
furt in Thuringia, Wurzburg, Nur- 
emburg Ejichstadt in Franconia, 
Memmingen, and Constance in 
Swabia, and Vienna in Austria.” 
The monastery of St. James will 
be found to have many archi- 
tectural features in common with 
Clonfert, founded by Kerry’s sailor- 
saint, and it may be claimed that 
Irish architectural genius radiating 
from Ratisbon—though blighted at 
home—had no small share in in- 
spiring the Renaissance and sus- 
taining it. How interesting to find 
the princes and people of Kiev— 
now so much in the news—co- 
operating with two distinct Irish 
communities in fostering such a 
nursery of civilization as Ratisbon 
a whole century before the English 
set foot on our shores. 
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Book Reviews 


Books Reviewed on this 





RING UP THE CURTAIN By 
Cecilia) Mary Young St 
Minn Library Service Guild 
While American Catholic interest in 


the drama as a form of instruction and 


wholesome entertainment has been of 


comparatively recent origin, the Catho 


lic Theatre Movement has expanded 


yw leaps and bounds. Pioneer 


groups 
began their efforts in widely scattered 


cities, and in some cases without suf 
ficient instruction or preparation It 
s not surprising, then, that there were 


mistakes made in many quarters, espe 


cially in the earhest days of the 


Sut the 


move 


ment rapidity with which the 


movement has grown and the eminent 


success it has attained in many places 


ore than compensate for these early 


the 


produced by the sponsors of the move 


rrors Unfortunately, literature 


ment has been noticeably defective 
Catholic works on the drama have, 
intil quite recently, suffered from 
sketchiness, overenthusiasm, or over 
technicality. One great fault has been 


too much emphasis on the literary and 
cultural value of the drama which has 


stressed it out of proportion to its 
value as a vehicle for instruction 

This present volume ought to do 
much to make up for this defect \s 
1 practical handbook for those inter 


ested in utilizing the drama to impart 
wholesome instruction, “Ring Up the 
Curtain” is thorough and complete 
The author has stored up a great deal 
of practical knowledge during the many 
years she has been engaged in amateur 
production, and _ this 


She is a 


she hands on to 


us generously. master hand 
at pointing out the dangers that beset 
the enthusiastic new-comer to. stage 
activity, and she outlines for him an 
impressive series of cautions and sug- 
gestions. Her index of plays suitabk 
for production is remarkably complete 

But while the practical side of her 
volume is well-handled, Miss 
her best in her 


Young 
appears at 
critical 


historical 
approach to the 
Going back to the most primitive form 
of the spoken drama, she shows that it 


and drama 


) nspu and direction reli 


The 


motivating on 


ato 


gious religious factor was th 


right up until Reforma 


tion days. Even then it was not wholly 
fost, and especially in Catholic coun 
tries 

Miss Young analyzes skilfully all the 
factors that have contributed to the 


growth of modern drama, evaluating 





them in the light of sound Catholic 
teaching. She is not at all narrow in 
her approach, but she reveals for us 
mn of the deceptive elements that 
have intruded themselves into the field 
This is especially apparent in her 


chapter on the Irish theatre 


We do not hesitate to say that “Ring 


Up the Curtain” is a contribution to 
the Catholic Theatre Movement of 
genuine value It ought to fill up the 
gap long noticeable in the literature 
ot that movement Every Catholi 
library should have a copy of it on 
hand for reference and guidance. 1.1) 
MARYKNOLIL MISSION LETTERS 
Issue of January, 1942. Maryknoll 
N. ¥ The Field Afar Press. 50¢ 
The Maryknoll Press has accom 


plished much to awaken in America a 


real understanding of the problems 
that beset our missionaries in their 
work of winning souls for Christ. Its 


books and pamphlets have been written 


simply and clearly, revealing at 


once 
the heartaches and consolations of the 
laborers for the Master in distant 
lands The new collection of Mission 


We are taken 


the fray 


Letters is no exception 


right into the thick of against 


pagan superstition by means of first 


hand accounts from Maryknoll’s valiant 


sons. There is not a single page or 


paragraph that does not stir in us a 


feeling of pride in the werk of our 


American missionaries and a new surge 


We 


which 


of interest in their welfare can 


judge from the spirit in these 
that 


modern warfare, with all its disastrous 


letters are written not even 


consequences, is powerful enough to 


hold back the forces of Christ in China 
D. D 


or Japan 


page or otherwise listed may be ordered from our Graymoor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. 


LITURGICAL LATIN By Wilfri 
Diamond New York Benziget 
Brothers $2.00 
\s a Latin teacher I look with wel 

founded suspicion upon the numerous 


popular 


handbooks 


promise 


and = grammars 
which a knowledge of any lan 


pleasure 
effort 


uage with ease, speed and 





know too well how much time 


and agony must go into the pursuit of 
own laborious 


thre 


vy better-than-average stu 


knowledge. Through my 


efforts and by observing laborious 


efforts of m 


dents I am firmly convinced of the 
truth of the remark of Abbe Dimnet 
that “you cannot make a languag 
easy; you can only make it clear.’ 
So | skeptically opened Mr. Dia 
mond’s Liturgical Latin, thinking 
‘Here's another fellow who promises 
omplete understanding of the Missal 
Psalter and Ritual in fifteen fascinat 


ng minutes a day But Mr. Diamond 
urprised me He neither makes im 
possible promises nor offers anv easy 
intriguing lessons. Right at the very 
beginning he rolls up his sleeves anc 


gets business. He demands 


down to 
work ind plenty of it 
As the 


the 


basis of his text Mr. Diamond 
Witl 

prayers and with the ordinary of 
Mass he 


rules of 


uses 


tl} 


prayers of the Church 
lest 


the interweaves the necessary 


grammar. His explanations of 
the points of each of the book’s thirty 
The 
are 


six lessons are precise and clear 


short exercises after each ‘lesson 


easy enough to be interesting and com- 


prehensive enough to be useful 


Included in each lesson is a list of the 


common phrases which occur over and 


over again in the Liturgy These 
phrases are to be memorized. The 
general vocabulary at the end of the 


hook is complete 

In a word the book is good and I re- 
highly. To the 

furnish in the 
a knowledge and under- 
As 
I said, it demands good hard work but 
the our 
Mass is certainly worth the labor. S. C 


commend it earnest 


reader it will shortest 


possible time 
standing of the Liturgical prayers. 


intelligent appreciation of 
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Requiescant in Pace 
- CATHOLIC WILLS 


Enroll Your Loved Ones We commend to the prayers of 


for our Readers the souls of the faith- paar 
ful departed and particularly the The instinct is strong to “keep 
Perpetual Remembrance deceased subscribers and their near what we have.” Yet when death 
relatives whose deaths have been calls us we must go to the grave 
in the reported to us during the last “clutching in our dead hands only 

, month. For them collectively a that which we have given away.” 

Holy Sacrifice of the Set of Thirty Masses will be said. If you feel you cannot share your 


Mass E 


AC\ 


earthly possessions now with God, 
perhaps you will be mindful of 
Him and His Missions when draw- 
ing up your last will. You can be 
sure that what you leave to carry 
on Catholic Mission work will 
merit a blessing on your soul, and 


Holland, O.Carm.;: Rev 
Richard Kennedy, Rev. Thomas J 
Lennon, Sister Mary Edward Flynn, 
Sister Mary Lucina Loughery 

The Purgatorial Chapter of Catherine Didier, Albert Hartler, 
the Union-That-Nothing-Be- Susan McLaughlin, James Hammill, 
Lost is an Association formed Margaret Henchler, Adam Weiss, cause your name to be held in 
for the Perpetual Remem- lames L. Dunn, Mrs. John Collins, benediction long after you are 
brance of the dear blessed Mary Wickham Kraemer, Mary F dead. 
dead in the Holy Sacrifice of Reiman, Simon Schoenharl, Thomas H a 
the Mass. By enrolling your Dibbins, Mrs. Sherburn, Dr. Thomas Here’s how you can do it; insert 
relatives and friends who have \V. Hynes, Rose Bradley, James A this clause in your will: 
departed this life, you fulfill Walsh, Lulu Howard, Thomas Lawton, 
a duty of love and charity and Brigit O'Brien, John O’Brien, John M 
bring down on yourself a O'Brien, Thomas Brown, Rosanna 
shower of spiritual graces. lawton, Elizabeth Driscoll, Mrs. Julia 
Among the Perpetual Spirit- loal, Alfred H. Dee, Irene A. Dee, 
ual Benefits of the Purgatorial John Skachill, Victoria Rauh, Mrs 
Chapter, besides sharing in Maude Muller, W. A. Peale, Andres 
more than Three Thousand Molinary, F. A. Kroll, Jr; Mrs. Swan, 
Masses offered each year by W. E. Seelold, Henry Germann, Miss 
Missionary Fathers, deceased Margaret Murphy, Richard F. Randall, 
members are also remem- Mrs. N. W. Bathford, Thomas H. Dib 
bered in the Solemn High bins, Herman Greene, Welden A 
Masses on Memorial Day and Logan, Mrs. Minnie Stenger, Miss 
All Souls’ Day, daily Mass Mary Anderson, Mrs. Anna Bidwell, 
during November and daily ]. Alexander, Mrs. Anna Comerford, 
remembrance by the Friars at John McGroarty, Thomas McCabe, 
Graymoor at the De Pro- M: M \laque Hope, John 
fundis. Lynch, Catherine Kearns, Catherine 

The living may be enrolled Woods, Charles Holden, Louise Pahl, 
as well as the deceased in the John Heiling, Elean Hayes, Edward 
Purgatorial Chapter, and par- Haves, Helen Wright, Catherine Eng 
ticipate in the Spiritual Bene- lish, Fred Burns, Margaret Cole, James 
fits during life and after death. Hayes, Catherine Francis, Miss Mary 
The enrollment offering is \ngela Ryan, Thomas Condon, James 
$5.00 for an individual or Londergan, Mrs Katherine Burke 
$25.00 for the entire family Mackey, Miss Cecilia Bresnehan Smith, 
and may be paid in install- Mrs. Mary Petrosky, Mrs. Catherine 
ments. Dugan, Catherine Farrington, Mrs 

Send offering with names Joseph Wittman, Sr., Mrs. Sarah E The Seminarians of the 
for enrollment in the Purga- Connolly, Mrs. N. W. Bashford, Sarah 
torial Chapter of the Union- . _— Pe ee ee begin « Mevenn cath Wak 

ing-Be- $ Nose, m. allahan, Mary ighe, 
a Patrick Tighe, Sr., Patrick Tighe, Jr., nesday in honor of the 
Martin Tighe, Joe Seery, Wm. Me- Holy Ghost. 
Michle Margaret B. Herrman, Joseph Send your Petitions to 
Atonement Herrman, ym acteigg gay — REVEREND RECTOR, S.A. 

Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. — hai a gee Bn Suntaney of the Maly Ghat 
Lane, John O'Boyle, George Penty, Brookland, D. C. 
Joseph Moore, Elizabeth Conlon. 


“I bequeath to the Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost, Inc., of Gray- 
moor, Garrison, N. Y., the sum 
of ae” 

















Society of the Atonement 


Franciscan Friars of the 























